Senior Site
Bites
Term 1
Week 3

18 February 2022

This Bites marks the end of three full weeks of school, and in this short time
we have adjusted to so much. More than a quarter of us have started here
at Gold Creek Senior for the first time - a new, and dynamic place that’s
going through a noisy and yet exciting physical reshaping. There are
students who have become giants, thanks to the La Niña summer weather.
We have new teachers, old teachers teaching new subjects, teachers with
new whole school responsibilities, a new school timetable and …. face masks
and RATs. Our hoped for sport carnivals, class and course excursions, yr7
parent evenings and school assemblies have all been put on hold.
Thank you to everyone for your patience and respectful understanding as
we explore and step into this new year together.
As we’ve been told, we have not started a school year like this for a very
long time, or ever.

Dates to remember:
Calendar

If anything, these three weeks, and the couple of weeks leading up to the
start, have highlighted the importance of communication. It’s not at all easy
teaching in a face mask, listening for student responses or trying to read
expressions - all important facets of teaching and learning.

•

18 February
Census

•

22 February
White Card Training
23 February
Asbestos Awareness
Training

So please do not hesitate to contact your child Pastoral Care (PC) teacher,
your child’s year group Coordinator or Executive teacher. You can also make
contact and/or leave a message with the Front Office.

25 Feb
School Photos Catch up

Please let us know what we need to know about your child’s start to the
year. Fill us in on what their learning needs or experiences are, so that we
can work with them to engage and grow respectfully and safely.

•

•

We want to make your child’s schooling as safe and as smooth as possible.

Attendance is monitored and mapped through every lesson. If your child is
knowingly going to be absent from school, please let the school know ASAP
through the student absence number 6142 1323
GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
When using these information lines please state whether the absence is due
to illness, family or personal leave is also very helpful. Unexplained
absences, by law, require the school to chase up parental/carer awareness,
asking for an explanation.
Over the two years of year 9 and 10, these absences are especially
Important and need to be recorded accurately, as attendance is one of the
three criteria used in awarding the ACT Year10 Certificate; no less than 80%
attendance is required.
Please encourage your child/children to respectfully seek assistance,
responsibly use clarifying questions and get used to talking with their class
and PC teachers, as much as possible.
Check out the P&C website:
http://goldcreekschoolpandc
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So, from the Arts and the Design teachers and Year 10 staff team, wishing
you all the very best for a respectful, responsible and safe 2022

Phone: 6142 1300

Kelleway Ave, Nicholls, ACT, 2913
www.goldcreek.act.edu.au

Absences: 6142 1323

Info@goldcreek.act.edu.au

Senior Site Bites
SCHOOL RAT PROGRAM TO BE EXTENDED
Wednesday, 16 February 2022 the ACT Government committed to continuing the existing rapid antigen
testing (RAT) program in schools for another four weeks.
This means that we will continue to provide two RATs per week for all on campus students from preschool to year 10 and all school staff until the end of Week 8.
Implementing the RAT program in ACT schools has been a big undertaking, and we have had great
support from staff in ACT Health, the Emergency Services Agency, the Education Support Office and in
our school.
Thank you to all, families, teachers and school staff for your continued support of the RAT program.
We know the testing program has been well received, with high take-up across our school community.
Your ongoing support has made this unprecedented start to the school year a safe and successful one.

COVID-19–INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES
Rapid Antigen Tests(RAT)

• If your child tests positive with a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT):


they should isolate for 7 days and follow the guidance on the COVID-19 website



register their positive RAT result with ACT Health using the online form, and



tell your child’s school if your child was at school during the time, they may have been
infectious.

• Registering a RAT result using the online form means ACT Health can contact you and provide further
information and support if required.
• If your child has tested negative with a RAT but has ongoing COVID-19 symptoms, they should have
a PCR test. If the PCR test is positive, they should follow the guidance for people with COVID-19. If
the PCR test is negative, they may return to school when they are well.
• Household (high risk) contacts
 If your child is in quarantine because someone in your household has COVID-19, they cannot
attend school during the quarantine time period. They are required to quarantine as a
household (high risk) contact.


As a household (high risk) contact, it’s important that your child stays in quarantine for the full
7 days, even if they have returned an initial negative COVID-19 test during this time.



Once your child has completed their quarantine period, they can return to school, if they:
o do not have any symptoms of COVID-19,and
o have had a negative exit quarantine test.

Information about children and COVID-19 is available on the ACT COVID-19 website
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YEAR 7

Science
This week in the Sciences, Year 7 students have been risk-takers by learning to safely use Bunsen
Burners. This was a fun and exciting process and which allowed the students to practice their social
skills by helping others to succeed. Our next unit of inquiry will build on these skills as students begin
to learn about mixtures, solutions and separation techniques. Bunsen Burner licences will be handed
out next week.

Elouyze Nucifora-Ryan
Science Teacher

Individuals And Societies

Ms Hunter’s Year 7 Individuals and Societies class have been using their new Chromebooks and
working on their ATL skills of social, thinking and communication.
What the students say: “We worked in groups
with students we hadn’t met before and
completed trivia challenges about flags of the
world, ancient civilisations, video games and
anime! We had to communicate effectively in our
teams, use our thinking skills to share our
knowledge to earn points and win the
challenges”.
Ms Hunter
Individual and Societies team/ Year 10 Coordinator
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YEAR 10

Year 10 Leadership Group
The Year 10 Leadership group comprises 30 of our Year 10 students with an aim to be positive role
models in our school, whilst working to build a culture of pride in our whole school community. The
Year 10 Leadership Group have begun their leadership training with Mr McDonald and were asked to
describe what leadership looks/smells/tastes/sounds and feels like to them.
Claire shares her response…
Leadership looks like people working together, getting things done, making progress.
Leadership smells like fresh ideas.
Leadership tastes like effort and learning.
Leadership sounds like communication, checking in with people, considering all ideas, finding solutions
to problems.
Leadership feels encouraging, progressive, determination, the will to change things for the better.
Stay tuned for updates in the future about the work of our Year 10 Leadership Group!
Jasmin Hunter
Year 10 Coordinator

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION
Unfortunately due to covid restrictions, we were unable to host our swimming carnival this term and
School Sport ACT has cancelled regional selection carnivals. However, for those who are keen
competitors, School Sport ACT is hopeful that an ACT championship event can be held in term 2 to
select an ACT team for a national championship event later in the year. With no school carnivals nor
Regional Swimming Carnivals as qualifying events, SSACT and Swimming ACT will implement a process
to accept entries from schools across all events conducted within the ACT Champs Program.
Multi Class Nominations will be accepted by completing the Multi Class Nomination Form, submitted via
the school. The School Sport Coordinator will have access to this form. The deadline for this entry form
is 4 March 2022. Entry times provided by students will have to be verifiable by Swimming ACT – they
have a full data base of all ACT swim club meets, this unfortunately means that entered students will
need to be part of a club or established swim squad. Verifiable times will need to come from the most
recent season (Oct 2021 the earliest date).
For students who are new to the sport of Swimming, or who have not been able to obtain a verifiable
time in the most recent Swim Season can obtain a verifiable time through the following mechanisms:
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• Tuggeranong Vikings Swim Club are kindly offering a School Clinic for stroke development and an
invitation for students to attend their Club Night on afternoon/evening of Sunday 27 February at
Lakeside Leisure Centre, to obtain a verifiable time. Times TBC, please contact Adele Gow
adelegow@hotmail.com.au (TVSC Committee Member) for more information.
• Swimming ACT is offering an invitation for students to attend a time trial from 2.00pm Sunday,
13 March2022 at the AIS. Entry request would need to be supported by a statement of capability from
their swim coach or swim instructor giving an approximate time for each event. Students wishing to
take up this opportunity must contact Lorraine Wuth school.liaison@swimmingact.com.au prior to
Friday, 4 March 2022 deadline. There will be limited spaces available and not guaranteed.
• Contact an ACT Swim Club and request to join one of their Club Night’s or other especially arranged
opportunity to obtain a verifiable time from a Club Official in their specific event(s).
PHE team
PERFORMING ARTS ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
Band We had our first Band session on Wednesday this week. The first session is always so busy assigning instruments, making folders, and dusting off the cobwebs! We are still having to cohort, so
Y7&8 are separate from Y9&10 students currently. We had some fantastic leadership going on from
students in both Bands this week though - helping out beginners and some conducting too! We’re
looking forward to a calmer rehearsal next week with lots more playing!
Jazz Band - Some new students have joined Jazz Band for this year. It’s great to see so many
students wanting to extend their musical skills, and hopefully we will be able to do some
performances this term!
Vocal Group - Students were making lots of suggestions for songs that they would like to learn for
the start of the year. It was lovely to welcome some new students too!

The Performing Arts Team
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Concert On The Concourse
Hayden D Y10 and Marlies W Y9 played at Concert On The
Concourse on Thursday. They performed confidently and
had lots of students singing along with their
playing! Excellent demonstrations of being risk-takers!
Philippa Simpson

LAST OPPORTUNITY

LAGOLD CREEK SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 2022O
If you’re keen to contribute to the governance of GCS, you should nominate for a position on
the GCS Board. No prior experience is necessary.
The following positions are vacant:
• 2 x staff member positions (2-year appointment)
• 2 x Parent member positions (2-year appointment)
• 1 x student member positions; (2-year appointment - year 9 student)
Nominations open 11.00 am Monday, 7 February 2022 and close on 11.00am Monday, 21
February 2022.
You can pick up a nomination form from the GCS front offices on the junior and senior sitesduring
normal business hours (9.00am to 3.00pm, Monday to Friday), or request one be emailed (preferred).
The Board is looking for two Gold Creek parent representatives/ two staff representatives and
one year 9 to contribute to the Strategic processes of the school, the position requires a
commitment of two years. Meetings are held twice a term weeks 4 and 8.
You can submit your nomination by:

• hand delivery to the GCS front offices and place it in the secure box.
• email to margaret.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au (preferred)
• mail to ARO, c/- GCS front office
For more information, contact the Assistant Returning Officer, Margaret O’Brien on 614 21300
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SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
Option 1

Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).

Option 2
Email GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Senior Site:

6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.

IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements
over the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so
the child can show it to the teacher before making their way to the
administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if
returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school
hours, your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing
disruptions during class time
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours, your assistance in this will
be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions during class time
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours, your assistance in this will
be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions during class time

School website and social media links
IMPORTANT REMINDER - MOBILE PHONE RULES
Don’t forget our rules for mobile phones; when students are in the buildings their
phones must be off and in their bags.
If you need to contact your child in an emergency please call the school direct on
6142 1300 and we will get the message to them.
For non-urgent messages you can send an SMS and students can check their phones
during breaks.
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TENNIS COURT MEMBERSHIP FOR GCS FAMILIES
Is your family interested in tennis and would you like to use the school’s tennis courts?
At Gold Creek School we are able to offer our families a membership to access our tennis courts
at reducedfees. Free during the day (not school hours) and only $2.50 per half hour after 5pm
each day, 7 days a week.
If you would like to register to use the courts, please fill in
the attachedform https://forms.gle/1pk4ds9vw5zCT1Gx7
Once the form is submitted, you will receive a link to setup an account in the Book a Court
system, this iswhere you’ll see court availability, make bookings and payments.

CANTEEN NEWS
If you are looking to get back into the work force, we have school days and school hours work
available atschool canteens for an immediate start.
You must be motivated and enthusiastic and willing to be a great role model to students not only
in their nutritional environment but also in their educational environment. You must also have
great communicationskills and a driver’s licence.
Please send us a message on 0408 200 481.
Stella
Fed Well Catering

Did you know you can place an online lunch order
for your child via flexischools?

Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or download the App.
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