Senior Site
Bites
Dear families and carers
Welcome back to the start of Term 2.

Term 2
Week 1
29 April 2022

Dates to remember:
Calendar

3 May
Years 8/9 AFL Regional Boys
and Girls
4 May
Breakfast Club (Wk 5-9)
8.00 – 8.45am
Homework Club (Wk 5 -9)
3.00 – 4.30pm

We have really enjoyed being able to have students return to many of the
activities enjoyed before the pandemic. Our Year 10 Advanced Outdoor Ed
class have been living the dream in magnificent weather down in Broulee as
they learn to surf and snorkel on beautiful Yuin land. Our Year 7-10 students
remaining at school celebrated being Responsible at our first Senior Site
(non-virtual) assembly for the year.
This week we also had 5 of our students recognised as GO Foundation
Scholars. Founded by former Sydney Swans superstars, Adam Goodes and
Michael O’Loughlin, the GO Foundation turned its focus to education in 2014
with the establishment of its scholarship program for Indigenous students.
This year, the GO Foundation have awarded scholarships the following Gold
Creek students:
 Nat D (Year 5)
 Tyson H (Year 7)
 Audrey S (Year 9)
 Flynn C (Year 9)
 Lawson C (Year 9)
They join our current Year 10 GO Scholars: Quentin, Demitrio, Lachlan and
Kyan.

6 May
ACT Swimming carnival
P&C Mother’s Day Breakfast
(held on JS campus)
4-6 May
Beginner Outdoor Ed Camp
9 May
13 & over golf
10 -20 May
NAPLAN
11 May
2023 P-K & yr7 Prospective
student information sessions
17 May
Athletic carnival
18 May
P&C Meeting6.00 pm (JS)
Year 10 Immunisations
Check out the P&C website:
http://goldcreekschoolpandc
.org.au/
Follow us on twitter:
@GoldCreekSchool

Gold Creek School

The scholars joined other ACT GO Foundation scholarship recipients and
attended a Culture Connect Day to meet Adam and Michael, as well as the
GO Foundation staff at the National Museum of Australia. Following a
smoking ceremony in the museum courtyard, students participated in a
range of cultural activities such as ochre painting, traditional dancing,
Ngunnawal language workshop, and a tour of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander galleries at the museum. This was a fantastic day to connect
with the GO Foundation and other students in the ACT.
Congratulations to our GO Scholars!
More information about the Go Foundation can be found here:
https://www.gofoundation.org.au/
We are looking forward to a great term ahead.
Janine Waters, Associate Principal
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Cultural Integrity in Gold Creek Senior Site
Hello Gold Creek Senior Site Community
My name is Hamid Bin Saad. I am a proud Nyikina/Mangagla/Waltmajarri man from the East
Kimberly’s Western Australia.
I am currently working as a Cultural Integrity Coordinator (CIC) at Gold Creek Senior Campus for the
next 3 Semesters and have been working for the Education Directorate for the last 6 years. During that
period of time, I have been very active in liaising and communicating with many different stake holding
groups within the Canberra Community to help support our ACT Public Schools and facilitate many
events.
I am a father of 3 children and have been very fortunate to have raised my family in this beautiful
region of the ACT.
My role over the next semester is to support all teachers and school staff to build and embed cultural
integrity in all settings. I intend to do this by developing whole school approaches for enhancing
understanding about and through Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures. I am not
specifically working with our First Nations students as I will be working closely with teachers to build
their knowledge, skills and confidence. I would, however, take great opportunity to get to know First
Nations students and families in this space and hear your voice about how the school can improve with
reflecting our cultures in the curriculum and making the school a culturally safe space for mob. I truly
value your voice, and will throughout the semester, connect with you through phone, emails, letters
and online surveys. When face-to-face meetings are safe, I’d be happy to have a cuppa and a yarn
with you at the school.
A cultural integrity section will now be part of the school newsletter to keep the community updated
about our cultural integrity journey, and to share Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, news
and events.
You are welcome to contact me through email or through the front office on (02) 6142 1300 with any
questions you might have about our cultural integrity journey.
Thanking You
Galio Maboo
Hamid Bin Saad, Cultural Integrity Coordinator
hamid.binsaad@ed.act.edu.au
Nyikina/Mangala/Waltmajarri Man

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land in which I live, breathe, work and play on, the
Ngunnawal people. I also acknowledge other First Nations people and Country across Australia. I pay
deep respect to the past, present and future Elders and recognise their eternal spiritual connection to
the land, water and skies.
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Information for 2023 Prospective Students
2023 Enrolment Information
Online Enrolments for all 2023 ACT public school enrolments are
now open for all year levels Preschool to Year 12.
PLEASE NOTE: Gold Creek School is a P-10 school. This
means current preschool students* do not need to
apply to continue to kindergarten and year 6 students do
not need to complete an application to continue to year 7.
All year 10 students will need to complete an application if
they intend to progress to college education. (*The only
exception to this, are the preschool students, who do not
currently live in the GCS enrolment area and received a
2022 Preschool offer on a ‘Preschool year only’. These
families will need to complete an online enrolment form
for 2023.)
Enrolment applications made between 6am 26 April 2022 and
11:59pm 3 June 2022 will receive a school placement offer
from 25 July 2022. Applications made after 3 June will receive
their offers later in the year. Further information about the enrolment process and timeline, and
access to the online enrolment form, can be found on the Education Directorate website.
Enrolment information sessions for parents and carers of children with developmental delay
and disability
Upcoming enrolment and transition information sessions for parents and carers of children with
developmental delay and disability. The sessions will support parents to understand the enrolment
process and to start planning for 2023. All sessions will be held online:
•

Enrolling for Preschool 2023 on Monday 9 May from 1:00 to 2:30 pm, or Thursday 12 May from
10:00 am to 11:30. Register and forward questions to preschoolpathways@act.gov.au.

•

Enrolling for Kindergarten to year 6 on Tuesday 10 May from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm, or
Wednesday 11 May 10:00 am to 11:30 am. Register and forward questions
to disabilityeducation@act.gov.au.

•

Enrolling for year 7 to year 11 on Wednesday 11 May from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm, or Friday 13
May from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. Register and forward questions
to disabilityeducation@act.gov.au.

Gold Creek School will be holding information sessions for 2023 prospective students on Wednesday,
11 May 2022. More information will follow next week so please keep an eye out.
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Performing Arts News

Our school band spent their first rehearsal back for term 2 preparing for the return to live
assembly performances today. They are looking forward to many more opportunities to perform
throughout the term sharing some of their favourite tunes with an audience.

Year 9/10 Dance
Students in year 9/10 Dance have been exploring different dance styles through their unit ‘Journey
Through the Dance Styles’. They looked at Commercial and lyrical in term 1 and will be exploring
Contemporary and Hip Hop in Term 2.

Charlie and The Chocolate Factory
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Rehearsals started this week. Ensemble members continued to add
Choreography to the song ‘Vidiots’ and the lead characters read through the script with their allocated
character and are looking forward to blocking scenes next week. Singing rehearsals start on Monday
and everyone is excited.

The Performing Arts Team
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Makerspace is back!
Makerspace will start Monday afternoons after school (from 3:00pm to 4:30pm) in SG120 at the Senior
Site. If you are interested, please let Mrs Machen know in the Arts and Design Staffroom or email me
via amelia.machen@ed.act.edu.au. At the Makerspace you can learn coding, designing in 3D, designing
for the laser cutter or learning new skills using the sewing machines. We encourage you to explore
your creativity and come and make something with us. Dr John Spencer developed this very
informative graphic that I would like to share with you.
If you want more information, please join our Google Classroom: nhnc5lg
Follow @spencerideas on Twitter

Want to be part of competitions and extracurricular activities to extend yourself?
There are numerous competitions running throughout the year. I place all the information on our
Google Classroom: Competitions, Extensions and Gifted Program.
If you want more information, please join our Google Classroom: acpwych
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P&C NEWS
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Gold Creek School P&C would like to welcome Gold Creek School families to our annual Mother’s Day
breakfast. It is a chance to thank the mothers or mother figures in our lives for everything they do for
us. Please join us next Friday, 6 May from 7:45am to 8:45am at the Junior Site Basketball Courts
(entry via back gate near the IGA) for an egg and bacon roll, a hot chocolate and a bicky, AND as an
exciting extra, we will have hot coffee and poffertjes (Dutch mini pancakes) for sale at the super cute
Sylvie and Bruno caravan! https://www.facebook.com/Sylvie-Bruno-103577508230960 .
There will also be a craft table run by Ms Li and the GCS Origami Club so students can create
something special to give to mum. If any dads can help with the BBQs (and give our P&C mums a
morning off!), please email goldcreekschoolpandc@gmail.com.
Friday, 6 May, 7:45-8:45am, at the Junior Site Basketball Courts. Remember that entry is via the back
gate, and mask-wearing is encouraged. See you there!
David Pollard and the Gold Creek School P&C

IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by
runners or making announcements over the PA, we ask parents
wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a
note so the child can show it to the teacher before making their way
to the administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out
and in if returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours, your assistance in this will
be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions during class time.

SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2
Email GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Senior Site:

6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.
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IMPORTANT REMINDER - MOBILE PHONE RULES
Don’t forget our rules for mobile phones; when students are in the buildings their
phones must be off and in their bags.
If you need to contact your child in an emergency please call the school direct on
6142 1300 and we will get the message to them.
For non-urgent messages you can send an SMS and students can check their phones
during breaks.

School website and social media links

Did you know you can place an online lunch
order for your child via flexischools?
Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or download the App.
Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone
and email.
Info Line: 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email: info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit: www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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