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Dear Gold Creek Community
Welcome to the halfway point of term 2.
National Reconciliation Week
This week was very significant as it was both National Reconciliation Week as well as the 30th anniversary of
the Mabo decision, overturning terra nullius. This year’s theme for Reconciliation week was ‘Be Brave. Make
Change.’ In a conversation that I had with Ms Hunter this week; she made the insightful point that this
year’s theme is reflected in our school’s learner profile values. Being brave is what we encourage our
students to be when we refer to them as Risk Takers. Making change for the better is the tenet of our
student led action and the concept of change is featured in many of our inquiry units. It is incredibly
heartening to see that as a school we continue to embrace and strive toward making change for the benefit
of all Australians.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family and Community Event
I would like to extend a huge thank you everyone who attended the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
family and community afternoon tea that was held on Wednesday this week. In particular, I would like to
thank Aunty Violet for coming along and presenting an incredibly moving welcome to country. A huge
congratulations must also go to our Cultural Integrity Team who organised catering and activities for the
afternoon. It was a really enjoyable afternoon, and we had a great turn out despite the weather.
P&C Barbeque and Disco
I would like to acknowledge all of the recent work our P&C have done in the fundraising space. We have a
P&C who is absolutely dedicated to the community of Gold Creek and their work at the Election day BBQ,
Primary School Disco and the upcoming Floriade event has been amazing. Thank you all for giving your time
and energy for Gold Creek School.
Gold Creek School Parents and Carers Online Safety Survey
As a part of the work we have been undertaking with EDU eSafety team, we are asking community members
to take a moment to complete a survey that will provide us with information that will be used to develop our
school’s approach to eSafety. You can find the survey here:
• Gold Creek School Parents and carers online safety survey
Thank you for your ongoing support of Gold Creek School.

Dan Breen on behalf of Kirrally Talbot, Nicole Jaggers and Janine Waters
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CALENDAR DATES
For important dates please visit our calendar via the school website and click on a particular event to
display more information such as times, locations etc. The calendar can also be viewed via the school
App on your mobile phones if you have downloaded it.

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family and Community BBQ
On Wednesday, we welcomed many of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and their families
into our school for our first community event in some time. It was lovely to meet so many new families who
have joined our school and see many familiar faces once again.
We were welcomed onto Ngunnawal Country by Aunty Violet
and her granddaughter Emmy, and then our families and staff
enjoyed an afternoon BBQ and craft activities organised by our
Cultural Integrity team.
This National Reconciliation Week we reflect on the theme of
Be Brave, Make Change, which was reinforced by Aunty Violet.
Our Senior Site students recently engaged in a SEL lesson
focusing what they can do to be brave and make change. Our
Junior Site will be held their Reconciliation Assembly this
morning.

A special thanks goes to Mrs Machen and Ms O’Connell for catering, and Ms Marshall and Mrs Moggridge for
the activities.
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SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES

Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2

email junior site GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
email senior site GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au

Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Junior Site:
Senior Site:

6142 1344
6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.

IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements over
the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so the child
can show it to the teacher before making their way to the
administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if
returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school
hours, your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing
disruptions during class time

School website and social media links

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE & WORDS OF WISDOM
IB LEARNERS ARE:

INQUIRERS,

KNOWLEDGEABLE,

PRINCIPLED,

OPEN-MINDED,
and

THINKERS,

CARING,

COMMUNICATORS,
REFLECTIVE,

BALANCED

RISK-TAKERS.

WE ARE STRONGER WHEN WE LISTEN, AND SMARTER WHEN WE SHARE.
-

Rania Al-Abdullah
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STAFF PROFILES

SENIOR SITE
Eva Gasiewicz
Youth Worker
Why did you become a youth worker?
I am really good at building rapport with young people, as I myself am young at heart.
What is your greatest challenge as a youth worker?
Paperwork! I’m more about the people than paperwork!
What is something you couldn't live without?
Champagne and cheese.
If you could meet anyone in the world dead or alive, who would it be and why?
My mum who passed away a couple of years ago, because she has been my inspiration for life.
Do you have a hidden talent/hobby/interest out of work?
I’m a rockstar! I’ve sung in many bands around Canberra and have supported Kate Cebrano, I
used to chauffeur music VIPs around Canberra including Pink, Jamiraquai, Massive Attack, Bryan
Wilson and Jack Johnson. As a sports star I was in the Australian schoolgirl hockey team, NSW
Water polo team and represented ACT in water polo a very long time ago!
What are your hopes for your students?
I hope that they all realise how special they are, and grow up to be kind, and good human beings
who make a difference in the world.
What is the most valuable thing you've learnt to date?
Don’t sweat the small stuff, just be grateful for every day that you’re on this Earth.
What would you do for a career if you weren't a youth worker?
Rockstar travelling the world or living my best life owning a small wine bar on the NSW South
Coast!
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
This term the Preschool children have been busy learning about our Unit of Inquiry, How We Express
Ourselves. Our learning has been focused on our central idea; People can express their imagination and
emotions through a variety of mediums. As part of this inquiry, the children have been participating in a
range of art experiences, learning about artists and what It means to be an artist. They have all had many
opportunities to become artists by engaging in a range of art making processes, ready to showcase their
achievements through the means of our annual Art Show. We look forward to holding our Art Shows at
Preschool during Weeks 9 and 10 this term.

Reconciliation Week
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS

The children in Years 3C and 3B have been investigating how the Earth spins on its axis, creating day and
night. The children worked together in small groups to create annotated diagrams, explaining their collective
understanding of the Earth, the Moon and the Sun and how and why day and night occurs.
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The children in Year 3D have been investigating
the length, mass, and capacity in Mathematics.
The children created a height chart to enable the
children the opportunity to compare how tall each
member of the class was using the correct units of
measurement.

The children in 3D have also been brainstorming
their predictions of the trans theme of our Unit of
Inquiry - ‘How the World Works’. Many of the
children predicted the central idea ‘The Earth’s
position impacts upon living things’, whilst others
believed the focus was ‘climate change’.

The children in 3A have been creating
Artworks with a variety of materials to
express their feelings and identity. The
children learned that different colours and
materials can be used to express different
emotions. They planned and created their
Artworks and then reflected upon whether
the finished product demonstrated how
they were feeling at the time the Artwork
was created. The children also compared
their own works of art with that of others
pointing out similarities and differences.
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SENIOR SITE NEWS
Visual Arts
Step into the Limelight
I am excited to announce that the following 6 students have
had their artworks selected to be showcased in the upcoming
Step into the Limelight Art Exhibition:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mason D (y8)
Ethan R (y8)
Shourya S (y8)
Richardson D (y7)
Ruby C (y7)
Arzo K (y7)

Step into the Limelight is the ACT's largest creative and
performing arts showcase event that celebrates students who
have excelled in the arts over the past year.

Makerspace
Makerspace will start Monday afternoons after school (from 3:00pm to 4:30pm) in SG120 at the Senior
Site. If you are interested, please let Mrs Machen know in the Arts and Design Staffroom or email me via
amelia.machen@ed.act.edu.au. At the Makerspace you can learn coding, designing in 3D, designing for the
laser cutter or learning new skills using the sewing machines. We encourage you to explore your creativity
and come and make something with us.
If you want more information, please join our Google Classroom: nhnc5lg
Holiday Program Opportunities – UNSW
The Scientia Challenge program features a range of exciting workshops taught over three days
designed for gifted and talented high school students in Years 7-10.
Developed and led by practising experts, the workshops follow a university-style investigative
structure with intellectually stimulating content. With the level of study aimed two years higher
than the students' grade level, these dynamic workshops offer gifted students a rigorous and
challenging program.
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/education/professional-learning
/gerric-gifted-education/gifted-students-parents/scientia-challenge-years-7-10
ICAS AND OTHER ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS ARE BACK!
ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic
excellence. Students are assessed on their ability to apply classroom learning to new contexts,
using higher order thinking and problem-solving skills.
The assessments are based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to
demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level of knowledge. Our team of expert academics
develops new ICAS Assessments annually for each subject in every year level to ensure an
engaging and beneficial experience for all students.
Please see Mrs Machen in Arts and Design Staffroom for a permission note
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Year 7 General Capabilities – MYP Library Research Skills Program
Earlier this year all Year 7 students took part in an interactive live digital incursion hosted by the Chinese
Museum of Australia from Melbourne. The hybrid lesson experience provided critical insights into Ancient
China and tied in beautifully with their Individuals & Societies unit of inquiry. The Year 7 General Capabilities
Library program focuses on developing student’s research skills to support them with inquiry-based
assessment tasks and builds on their ability to think critically, creatively, and respectfully.

Year 7 teams represent Gold Creek School – Kids Lit Competition.
Congratulations to twelve of our Year 7 students who proudly represented Gold Creek School at the Canberra
Heats International Kids Lit Competition last week. Each week the students would meet in the MYP Library
during their lunch breaks to prepare for this occasion. The first heat was held at Merici College in Braddon
where over 40 teams from all school sectors took part in this annual literature competition. Students were
divided up into three teams where they had to work together to answer a series of questions. It was
fabulous to see our students so motivated and having such a great time. Opportunities like this inspire
students to engage in wider reading for pleasure and provides them with alternative experiences to
collaborate creatively and critically outside of the usual classroom setting. Thanks to Ms Terry and Ms Tol for
helping out on the day!
Mrs Bianca Porcheddu - MYP Library.

Students met weekly for training in the MYP Library
Canberra Heat, Kids
Lit Competition -

GCS Team 1, Canberra Heat Kids
Lit Competition
GCS Team 2, Canberra Heat,
Kids Lit Competition

GCS Team 3, Canberra Heat, Kids Lit Competition
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Did you know you can place an online lunch order for
your child via flexischools?
Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or you can download the App

Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone
and email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Talking to children about the COVID-19 Pandemic
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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Children’s
Asthma
Education
Service
Helping children
with asthma
breathe easier
Community Health Intake
Ph: 5124 9977

Free asthma education for families
Registered Nurse Asthma Educators provide
children, young people and their families with
support to manage their asthma. This free service
from Canberra Health Services is available to all
children up to the age of 18 in the ACT and
surrounds. The service includes:
• advice on asthma, asthma first aid, how asthma
medications work and when to use them
• symptom recognition for primary school
children, aiming to support increasing
independence
• support for teenagers to self-manage their
condition and device options.
If any students/families would benefit from
receiving asthma education, please advise them
to call the Community Health Intake line on 5124
9977 to make an appointment.
What does the Children’s Asthma Education
Service do?
We provide children, young people and their
families with initial and continuing support to
manage their asthma. We help:
 children, young people and families
understand asthma, asthma first aid, how
asthma medications work and when to use
them
 families manage wheezing in the first years of
life
 primary school aged children with symptom
recognition and increasing independence
 teenagers self-manage their asthma and
provide support and device options.
The service is free for people up to 18 years old.
What happens at my appointment?

Appointments are provided one on one by Nurse
Asthma Educators in Community Health Centres
around the ACT. The session is specific to you or your
child’s needs.

health.act.gov.au/asthma
Accessibility
If you have difficulty reading a standard
printed document and would like an
alternative format, please phone 13 22 81

How do I make an appointment?

Call the Community Health Intake on 02 5124 9977
between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday and 8am to
3.30pm on Wednesday. Please bring any asthma
medications or devices you use to your appointment, as
well as your Asthma Action Plan if you have one.

If English is not your first language and you
need the Translating and Interpreting
Service (TIS), please call 13 14 50.
For further accessibility information, visit:
www.health.act.gov.au/accessibility
www.health.act.gov.au | Phone: 132281
publication No XXXXX
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