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Dear Gold Creek Community
We would like to begin by wholeheartedly congratulating our students on a very successful Term 3. Although
there was some minimal disruption to learning at times this term due to the impact of the pandemic, overall,
the term was very much a return to business as usual.
Some of highlights this term have been welcoming parents and families back to school for events such as our
Junior Site Learning Journeys and Student Led Conferences, our Senior Site Parent Teacher Interviews, and
the wonderful P&C Father’s Day Breakfast. It has been great to see parents attend assemblies again and our
students have enjoyed being able to celebrate excellence and showcase amazing learning with families
present.
Other highlights apart from the incredible learning that has occurred on a daily basis, have been the range of
excursions our students have undertaken around the city, welcoming experts and primary resources into
school for incursions, having our students participate and compete in a variety of interschool sports days, the
absolutely incredible NAIDOC celebration, the highly successful Dancefest and our school band appearing at
Floriade (to name just a few). Well done Gold Creek!
Term 4 Planning Days
Next term, two staff planning days (pupil free) will again take place. The dates are Friday 28 October 2022
and Monday 28 November 2022.
While students may wish to use these days to catch up on homework and / or assignments, no additional
work will be allocated to them on these days. Any students who require supervision on these days are able
to attend school. We do ask that parents let us know in advance via info@goldcreek.act.edu.au so that we
can make appropriate arrangements.
Memorial for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
We would like to thank our school captains, Krystal, Ella and Christian who accompanied our Associate
Principal, Kirrally Talbot to Parliament House yesterday to officially represent Gold Creek School at the
National Memorial for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. They were a part of the ceremony that included the
Prime Minister, the Governor General, Governors from each state as well as many other politicians and
community leaders who gathered to pay their respects.
Communications Strategy
We are currently reviewing our communication strategy and assessing the effectiveness and overall
readership of the types of communication we produce and share. A part of this review will be trialing a
change to the frequency of the School Bites as a way to reduce congestion in inboxes and raise the
effectiveness of what we communicate forward, beginning next term.
We hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable break. We would like to sincerely thank the Gold Creek
community for their ongoing support and look forward to seeing everyone back at school for the start of
Term 4.
Dan Breen on behalf of Nicole Jaggers, Janine Waters and Kirrally Talbot.
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National Memorial Service for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
As a country, yesterday we observed a National Day of Mourning following the passing of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II. Our Gold Creek School captains Christian, Ella, Krystal and Associate Principal, Kirrally Talbot
attended The National Memorial Service for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in the great hall of Parliament
House, Canberra. It was an absolute honour for them to pay their respects and be able to represent our
school community and the youth of Australia at this important national service. Whilst they proudly
participated in this memorial service, they signed the attendance book upon arrival and pinned a piece of
wattle on the wreath at the conclusion of the service. We thank Queen Elizabeth II for her service to not only
our country, but also across the globe for 70 years. We trust that our school community marked their
remembrance in a special way yesterday in her honour.

CALENDAR DATES
For important dates please visit our calendar via the school website and click on a particular event to
display more information such as times, locations etc. The calendar can also be viewed via the school
App on your mobile phones if you have downloaded it.

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Applications are now open for Future of Education Equity Fund – Round 2, 2022.
The ACT Government's expanded Future of Education Equity Fund provides financial assistance to lowincome families (and independent students) with students in years P-12 to meet the costs of education
expenses, such as school uniforms, school excursions, sport equipment and activities and music lessons
through a one-off payment.
The Future of Education Student Equity Fund Round 1 opened in late 2021 for families with students in years
7-10. Round 2 is only open to families who have NOT already applied for and/or or received payment to
support their students in the 2022 school year using a paper-based form.
The following payments are available to those who meet the eligibility criteria:
•
$400 for preschool students
•
$500 for primary school students
•
$750 for high-school and college students
2022 applications close 30 September 2022. Only applications received by this date will be
processed. There is no limit on the number of students for whom each applicant can apply,
providing they meet all conditions.
Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must:
•

Reside in the ACT

•

Have sole or shared parental responsibility for a dependent student(s) in grades P-12; or be an
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independent student
•

Be financially responsible for the student(s)

•

Demonstrate low-income status through:
- a current means-tested Health Care Card or Centrelink card, which must list the student(s) as
dependents, or
- alternative forms of evidence proving low-income status or equivalent financial stress.

Students must be:
•

Enrolled full-time in a public or non-government school in the ACT in years P-12.
NOTE: For the purposes of the Equity Fund, a preschool is defined as a preschool that is attached to
an ACT school and led by a Principal. When applying online, only eligible preschools will appear in a
drop-down list.

•

Enrolled in an approved form of education other than a school and of an equivalent age to a student
in years K-12 E.g. attending the Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT), or registered for homeschooling in the ACT.

•

Residing with the applicant in the ACT, or in special government care that is paid for by the applicant
or be independent.

Visit the Education Directorate, Support for our students, financial and resource assistance for families
webpage more information and to apply.
2023 Student Leaver Intentions
To enable Gold Creek School to transition students effectively from their current year level in 2022 to the
next school year level in 2023 we need a clear picture of prospective student movement. This includes
gathering data about known school leaver intentions.
If you are aware of prospective changes and your child/children will not be returning to Gold Creek School
for schooling in the 2023 school year please could you complete the form using the link below.
GCK 2023 School Leaver Intentions (Preschool - Year 9)
Please note, a "Leavers Form" will still need to be completed closer to the time or on departure from the
school.
Thank you to families who have already indicated your school leaver intentions, it has been noted.
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Family Photo Day
Families who requested and/or paid for a family photo back in Term 1 will need to place an order again as all
previous orders were refunded.
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School Production
Based on the famous novel by Roald Dahl,
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory features an
original score composed by Marc Shaiman
with lyrics by Shaiman and Scott Wittman
(Hairspray) and a book by David Greig. The
score also pays homage to the Leslie
Bricusse/Anthony Newley score from the
1971 film with songs from the motion picture
including ‘Candy Man’, ‘I've Got a Golden
Ticket’, ‘Oompa Loompa Song’, and ‘Pure
Imagination’.
The world-famous Willy Wonka is opening the
gates to his mysterious factory…but only to a
lucky few. Young Charlie Bucket and four
other golden ticket winners will embark on a
life-changing journey through Wonka’s world
of pure imagination including chocolate
waterfalls, nutty squirrels and the great glass
elevator, all to be revealed by Wonka's army
of curious Oompa-Loompas.
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is your
golden ticket to producing a crowd-pleasing,
outrageous ensemble musical with plenty of
delicious roles.

Tickets are now available for you to purchase on Flexischools. Performances on Monday 17th,
Tuesday 18th & Wednesday 19th October in the Senior Site Gym, Adults $15 & Students $5
Ruth Williams Drama/Dance Teacher

SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES

Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2

email junior site GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
email senior site GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au

Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Junior Site:
Senior Site:

6142 1344
6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.
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IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements
over the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so
the child can show it to the teacher before making their way to the
administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if
returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours,
your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions
during class time

School website and social media links

Did you know you can place an online lunch order for
your child via flexischools?
Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or you can download the App

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE & WORDS OF WISDOM
IB LEARNERS ARE:

INQUIRERS,

KNOWLEDGEABLE,

PRINCIPLED,

OPEN-MINDED,
and

THINKERS,

CARING,

COMMUNICATORS,
REFLECTIVE,

BALANCED

RISK-TAKERS.

+
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STAFF PROFILES

JUNIOR SITE
Bec Newton
Executive Teacher P/K
Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to help students learn and engage young students in learning right from the beginning. I
like working with our youngest students and seeing them make connections and use their imagination.
What is your greatest challenge as a teacher?
Having enough hours in the day to do everything!
What is something you couldn't live without?
My family
If you could meet anyone in the world dead or alive, who would it be and why?
William Shakespeare to talk about language development and the creation of words
Do you have a hidden talent/hobby/interest out of work?
I play piano when I get a chance
What are your hopes for your students?
That they all become life-long learners
What is the most valuable thing you've learnt to date?
Grammar and how sentences are constructed. This was something I didn’t learn at school and was taught
more about once I was at Uni and training to be a teacher.
What would you do for a career if you weren't teaching?
I’m not sure, I have wanted to be a teacher since I was 13! Probably something in language or linguistics.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
As part of our Unit of Inquiry, Sharing the Planet, last week Preschool had a special visitor. Ruby the dog and Jacqui and
Marty from the Responsible Pet Ownership Program came to meet us and teach us about looking after pet dogs. We also
learnt how to know when a dog is safe to pat and when we should not approach a dog.
Here are some pictures showing how dogs communicate their feelings to us. Ruby showed us her tricks and we loved
seeing her run around in circles, beg and roll over for treats. We had our questions answered, like “Is it safe for dogs to eat
chocolate?” (No, it is not safe) and “Can dogs have too many treats?” (Yes.) At the end we had the opportunity to pat
Ruby.

The Preschool Team
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS

The Year 5 and 6 Bands played on Stage 88 at Floriade this week. They were very excited, and quite nervous
for their first major public performance. They sounded AMAZING and represented the school admirably.
Everyone should be proud of their efforts. Special mention to Matisse and Lucy for conducting some of the
songs, and the work they put in practicing this to make sure they are so well prepared.

Byron Luck
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SENIOR SITE NEWS
Wear it Purple Day
Wear it Purple Day on Friday August 26 was a great success. We raised over
$230 which was split evenly between a donation to The Wear It Purple
Foundation and our QSA group. QSA finally had enough money to purchase a
badge making machine which arrived this week. We will now be able to make
pronoun pins and pride badges to celebrate our individual true selves.
Rachel Bowman

Year 9/10 Food Design
Year 9/10 Food Design students have been looking at how special occasions are celebrated with food. For
our major assessment task, students had to design a birthday cake for a specific person/event. They could
pick from; Birthday party for a 5-year-old child, Birthday party for a 16-year-old, Birthday party for a 21year-old or an Anniversary, Wedding or Engagement. Our students have worked very hard, and the results
are amazing!

Ebony O’Connell
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Youth and Family Services
The Junction and CYCLOPS
Anglicare’s Youth and Family Services, made up of The Junction and CYCLOPS, have new groups and
services available for referral. Check out the latest news and updates about each program here.
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