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Dear Gold Creek Community
We would like to welcome everyone back for semester two. We are looking forward to seeing what
this semester has in store for us as we excited as we have many enriching learning activities planned
for the next two terms.
Senior Site Expansion
The senior site expansion has progressed quickly over the last school holidays. The external
component of the build has been completed and the focus is now on the last of the interior work. We
have had several renovated spaces returned to us for use, including staff studies, specialist teaching
rooms and general learning spaces. These new spaces are looking incredible, and our staff and
students have already been utilising these contemporary learning spaces for lessons.
New Bicycle and Scooter Shelter
Work will begin shortly on a new bicycle and scooter compound and shelter. This will be constructed
behind the administration building and is due for completion by the end of August, weather
permitting.
Primary School Futsal
This week, we sent teams from our primary site to compete at the ACT School Futsal tournament. I
would like to thank the staff who coached and supported our teams on the day. From all reports our
teams competed well and showed a high level of skill in their games. I would like to congratulate all
the students who represented Gold Creek and in particular members of our girls’ team who finished
the day as runners up. This was a great achievement and follows last year’s result where the Gold
Creek were crowned champions. A great demonstration of maintaining consistency of excellence!
Term 3 Planning Days
Lastly, we would like to remind everyone about the two pupil free staff planning days across ACT
public schools this term. The dates for these days are Friday 5 August 2022 and Friday 9 September
2022.
Students who can’t stay at home on these days will be able to attend school for supervision and
general learning activities.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Gold Creek School.

Dan Breen on behalf of Nicole Jaggers, Kirrally Talbot and Janine Waters
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CALENDAR DATES
For important dates please visit our calendar via the school website and click on a particular event to
display more information such as times, locations etc. The calendar can also be viewed via the school
App on your mobile phones if you have downloaded it.

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about
their experience of public education. The 2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online
from 19 August to 9 September 2022. The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed
decisions about how to improve our school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any
school or college.
For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive:
•
An email about the parent survey, including a link to access the survey, and
•
A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for the data
If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, contact the
school and you will be provided a survey link. If you do not have an email listed with the school, please
contact the school on info@goldcreek.act.edu.au or phone: 6142 1300
The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi,
Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish, Telugu, French and Italian. Respondents can select
their preferred language when they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers
Survey is also available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are
available at the Front Office.
For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers,
staff and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take
part.
For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-andclimate-survey

SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES

Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2

email junior site GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
email senior site GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au

Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Junior Site:
Senior Site:

6142 1344
6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.
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School Production

Based on the famous novel by Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory features an original score
composed by Marc Shaiman with lyrics by Shaiman and Scott Wittman (Hairspray) and a book by David
Greig. The score also pays homage to the Leslie Bricusse/Anthony Newley score from the 1971 film with
songs from the motion picture including ‘Candy Man’, ‘I've Got a Golden Ticket’, ‘Oompa Loompa Song’, and
‘Pure Imagination’.
The world-famous Willy Wonka is opening the gates to his mysterious factory…but only to a lucky few. Young
Charlie Bucket and four other golden ticket winners will embark on a life-changing journey through Wonka’s
world of pure imagination including chocolate waterfalls, nutty squirrels and the great glass elevator, all to
be revealed by Wonka's army of curious Oompa-Loompas.
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is your golden ticket to producing a crowd-pleasing, outrageous ensemble
musical with plenty of delicious roles. Tickets available on Flexi schools, we will advise when they are live for
purchase.
Ruth Williams Drama/Dance Teacher
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IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements over
the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so the child
can show it to the teacher before making their way to the administration
office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if returning after an
appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours,
your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions
during class time

School website and social media links

Did you know you can place an online lunch order
for your child via flexischools?

Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or you can download the App

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE & WORDS OF WISDOM
IB LEARNERS ARE:

INQUIRERS,

KNOWLEDGEABLE,

PRINCIPLED,

OPEN-MINDED,
and

THINKERS,

CARING,

COMMUNICATORS,
REFLECTIVE,

BALANCED

RISK-TAKERS.

JUST ONE SMALL POSITIVE THOUGHT IN THE
MORNING CAN CHANGE YOUR WHOLE DAY.
Dalai Lama
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STAFF PROFILES

JUNIOR SITE
Ellie Mulligan
School Psychologist
Why did you become a psychologist?
I have always been interested in human behaviour, and I find helping people very rewarding.
Working in schools allows me to work with kids in a very important developmental period where
there is so much opportunity to create the foundation for future healthy adults.
What is your greatest challenge as a psychologist?
There is always so much need, and only so many hours in the day. I’m still waiting for my magic
wand to arrive! �
What is something you couldn't live without?
Coffee!
If you could meet anyone in the world dead or alive, who would it be and why?
Kurt Cobain
Do you have a hidden talent/hobby/interest out of work?
I enjoy powerlifting – my PB for deadlifting is 120kgs!
What are your hopes for your students?
My hope is for all students to develop emotional literacy and self-regulation strategies from an
early age in an environment where they feel connected and safe, with the ultimate goal of
becoming resilient, empowered adults.
What is the most valuable thing you've learnt to date?
Behaviour is communication, and there is no such thing as ‘attention seeking,’ only connection
seeking.
What would you do for a career if you weren't a psychologist?
Professional nap taker!
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS
SGP News
Our Unit of Inquiry this term is ‘We have connections to people and places everywhere’ and we have started
our ‘journey’ in Australia through a literary study of ‘Possum Magic’ by Mem Fox. We explored the map of
Australia and discussed important places, including the capital cities, while identifying how we connect to our
home, our community, Canberra, Australia and the world.
We are 100 days smarter! On Tuesday 26 July we celebrated our 100th day at school for 2022.
We started the day by writing.
I wish I had 100…
I could eat 100…
If I won $100 I would…
I can do 100…
For Maths we used hands-on materials to show how we can count to 100 by 1s, 2s, 5s, 10s, 25s and 50s.
We listed 100 ways we can be kind and completed some art and craft projects.
At the end of the day, we went home with a special treat.
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PE
Gold Creek School had two u12’s boys and girls futsal teams
represent Gold Creek yesterday, with some amazing skill,
passion and teamwork on display from both sides.
The girls went the entire day without conceding a goal
showing great defensive work and scoring an average of 5
goals a game. They made it through to the final.
Unfortunately, they were unable to penetrate a tough
defence from the opposing team.

The boys went undefeated until a tough semi-final show
down saw some outstanding saves made from the
opposing keeper.
Both teams wore their hearts on their sleeves and
showed passion and pride for the Gold Creek School
community. 9 players from both teams were spotted by
scouts on the day to represent the ACT in September at
the nationals futsal tournament in Brisbane.

SENIOR SITE NEWS
PHE
SCHOOL SPORT AT GOLD CREEK
School Sport at Gold Creek Term 3 is another busy time for students participating in the ACT Schools
sporting competitions. Gold Creek School will be entering teams in the following competitions:
Week 3 9/10 Table Tennis
Week 4 Thursday 7/8 Football
Week 5 Tuesday Boys Oz-Tag
Week 5 Wednesday 9/10 Football
Week 6 Friday ACT Mountain Biking and Girls Netball
Week 7 Tuesday North Side Track and Field
Week 8 Wednesday Boys Netball
Week 8 Thursday ACT Track and Field (12 and under)
Week 9 Tuesday ACT Track and Field (13 and over)
Week 9 Wednesday Girls Oz-Tag
Week 9 Friday Ultimate Frisbee
Information about the sports trials, training and team selections are placed on the Google Classroom (class
code: q5rt2g7).
This year we have had some of our very talented students represent the ACT and compete at the School
Sport Australian Championships or National Championships for their chosen sport. We would love to hear
from you if this applies to your child. Please email Mr McDonald (hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au) the
details about the competition, where it is held and who the team plays against so we can celebrate these
amazing achievements in our school newsletter and at our assemblies each fortnight.
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SGP
Special Olympics
Hayley from Special Olympics has been running tennis sessions with our Small Group Program students.
Inclusive Sport in Schools improves the fundamental movement skills of students with an intellectual
disability and/or autism. The program helps students enjoy movement, participate in sport and lead healthy
lives. Special Olympics HPE programs cover all primary and secondary school students.

Charlie & The Chocolate Factory
On Thursday Lyneham High School invited our Small Group Program to watch their matinee performance of
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory. The Oompa Loompas were the highlight of the show, and it was amazing to
see the characters come to life on stage. Last term the Small Group students did the novel study in language
and literature. We are looking forward to seeing our very own Gold Creek musical performance and our very
own Oompa Loompas on stage.
Rebecca Duncan| Special Education Teacher | Inclusion Support (DECO)

Japanese
In term 3, Japanese is looking forward to the ACT Japanese Speech Contest. Students interested will be
asked to create a 2-3 minute speech on a topic of their own choosing, and there will be cash prizes!
For this term, year 7 will be studying food and likes and dislikes. Year 8 will be learning how to describe their
daily routines, year 9 have a shopping unit, and year 10 will be learning about Japanese school life.
Students will learn how to use chopsticks, and when the new kitchen has finished construction, we anticipate
being able to do some Japanese cooking lessons again and learning about Bento lunchboxes. We’re excited
about the new furniture in our classrooms and look forward to decorating our rooms again as we sort out
any antiquated resources from our old storage room to our new storage room.
Lastly, we are glad to welcome back Filby Sensei who has been teaching Japanese at Gold Creek over the
years. With 3 Japanese teachers at the school, we look forward to creating lots of fun and meaningful
learning.
Vikash Chand
Executive teacher
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If you are in years 7-9 and are interested in this event, please contact Mrs Machen in the Arts and
Design Staffroom for more information.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone
and email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Talking to children about the COVID-19 Pandemic
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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