Kelleway Avenue
Nicholls ACT 2913
Senior Site
+ 61 2 6142 1300
Junior Site
+ 61 2 6142 340

info@goldcreek.act.edu.au
www.goldcreek.act.edu.au

Dear Gold Creek Community
Congratulations for successfully completing semester one.
Award Ceremonies
We would like to begin by congratulating all of our award recipients from today’s Junior and Senior School
Award Ceremonies. It was really pleasing to see all of the Gold Creek parents and community members in
attendance to help celebrate the excellent achievements of our students. Well done to the team who worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to make today such a success.
Staffing News
It is with sadness that we will be saying farewell to a number of staff at the end of this semester. Matthew
Haugerud from the senior site will be moving interstate and we wish Matthew all the very best and thank him
for his contribution to GCS. Rachel McGrath Kerr has been working at GCS across both sites this semester
and we thank her for her valued contribution. Shirley White has been backfilling a French role this term in
the Language Acquisition team and we thank her for her efforts and contribution in this space. Bernadette
Scott, our SLC for years 5 and 6 has unfortunately had to finish up her role due to illness. We wish
Bernadette all the very best in her recovery. Lastly, Garth Jurd has accepted a position at the University of
Canberra beginning next term and we wish him the very best of luck in his new role, he will be missed.
We would like to welcome the following staff to GCS for semester two. Luke Burger will be taking up a role in
our year 3 teaching team. Isobelle Baker and Debbie Moody will be joining our senior site staff. We are also
looking forward to welcoming back Tessa Filby to the Language Acquisition team.
eSafety
As a part of the work we have been undertaking with EDU eSafety team, we are asking community members
to take a moment to complete a survey that will provide us with information that will be used to develop our
school’s approach to eSafety. You can find the survey here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TlxCVPkjF4LLtPzVqpLxI3zOvgiINxbUhpy7p6mz-WI/edit
We hope that everyone has a safe, restful and enjoyable break over the next two weeks. We are really
looking forward to welcoming everyone back for semester two to continue the amazing learning that
happens here at Gold Creek School on a daily basis.
Finally, we would like to thank the Gold Creek community for their ongoing support.
Dan Breen on behalf of Nicole jaggers, Kirrally Talbot and Janine Waters

Semester 1 Reports
Reports have been emailed to families today. Should you not receive your students report please contact
goldcreek.studentrecords@ed.act.edu.au . Please also check your junk mail.
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CALENDAR DATES
For important dates please visit our calendar via the school website and click on a particular event to
display more information such as times, locations etc. The calendar can also be viewed via the school
App on your mobile phones if you have downloaded it.

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2

email junior site GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
email senior site GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au

Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Junior Site:
Senior Site:

6142 1344
6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.
IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements over
the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so the child
can show it to the teacher before making their way to the administration
office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if returning after an
appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours,
your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions
during class time

School website and social media links

Did you know you can place an online lunch order for your child
via flexischools?
Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or you can download the App
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE & WORDS OF WISDOM
IB LEARNERS ARE:

INQUIRERS,

KNOWLEDGEABLE,

PRINCIPLED,

OPEN-MINDED,
and

THINKERS,

CARING,

COMMUNICATORS,
REFLECTIVE,

BALANCED

RISK-TAKERS.

As social animals, human beings need friendship,
but friendship doesn't come from wealth and
power, but from showing compassion and concern
for others. - Dalai Lama

STAFF PROFILES

JUNIOR SITE
Anne McLean
1B Classroom teacher
Why did you become a teacher?
Teaching was my dream as a young child. I was inspired by a lot of amazing teachers growing up
and wanted to be like them.
What is your greatest challenge as a teacher?
Finding enough hours in a day to get everything done
What is something you couldn't live without?
My supportive family, especially my husband Ryan and our 3-year-old daughter Emma.
If you could meet anyone in the world dead or alive, who would it be and why?
Shelley Husband. She is my favourite crochet designer and her patterns have helped me move
from a beginner to intermediate/advanced.
Do you have a hidden talent/hobby/interest out of work?
I am very crafty. I enjoy crochet, long and cross stitch, quilting and using my Cricut machines.
What are your hopes for your students?
That they become the best possible version of themselves
What is the most valuable thing you've learnt to date?
After living and teaching in Alice Springs for 11.5 years, I was able to learn some very valuable
lessons about and from our First Nations People. I believe they taught me more than I taught
them. Mutual Respect was the greatest lesson.
What would you do for a career if you weren't teaching?
I would like to do something to support our First Nations People. They truly are an inspirational
group of people.
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PRESCHOOL NEWS

What a fabulous Term 2 we have had welcoming families back into the Preschool
community and into our classrooms. We were so excited to share our Art Show with
you over the past two weeks, the children took great pleasure in sharing their
learning about different artists, the various ways they can express themselves,
and their own original artworks. Thank you to the families that were able to
attend, we were so pleased to have you visit and immerse yourself in your child’s
learning. We hope you enjoyed the creativity your child showed you as they gave
you their special guided tour.
Next Term we will be learning about how we share the world with animals, and how
animals and people interact in different ways in different contexts. If you can
contribute in any way to this new Unit of Inquiry (you work with animals, have a
pet, can share your knowledge of different animals etc) then please let your child’s
teacher know. �
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS
Year 5
How we organise ourselves
Over the past 6 weeks the Year 5 students have been exploring decision making processes and history in
Australia as part of our ‘How we organise ourselves’ unit of inquiry. The students have learned about how
the democratic system works in Australia, the voting systems, referendums, levels of government and key
decision makers in Australia.
Central Idea
‘Government systems influence the lives of citizens’
Provocation - The Federal Election
The students spent time investigating the results of the Federal Election. And came up with a lot of
questions.

ACTION - Political Parties
At the end of the inquiry, the year 5 students were asked to form their own political parties to help govern
the school and also what policies they would adopt to improve the school environment and community. Here
are some of their ideas.
5A Methula
‘Chromebook Party’ my party will take action on chrome books. I will get all of the bad chrome books and
sell them. Then I will organise a fundraising fair with the Year 6 and consequently arrange big Samsung 4
chrome books for the school.
5B Lucy S
My political party idea was ‘Fit 4 Kids’. The plan of action is to get kids across Australia to stay FIT…. I would
have PE professionals teach us for an hour a week and to add to that one hour each day.
5C Elara
Our political party ‘Crow Rights’ who strongly believe that crows should be treated as equals, have decided
as a plan of action to encourage students to give their leftover food to the crow, as it not only helps the
crows, but also prevents food from going to waste.
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SENIOR SITE NEWS
Performing Arts News - Charlie and The Chocolate Factory
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory rehearsals have been powering ahead
throughout term 2 with Singing, Dancing and Acting all progressing well.
Students have been having a lot of fun and being risk takers and
challenging themselves to be amazing performers later in the year.
Our Set and Prop team have been painting
sets in bright colours and creating some
amazing props. Our cast and crew are
excited for the journey ahead.
Performance dates will be released next
term so tuned it is definitely going to be a
cracker! Come on the journey to find a
golden ticket with us all

The Performing Arts Team
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Student Services
Girls Group
The Junction ran an 8 week Sexual Health & Healthy Relationship
program for the Girls Group.
It was an awesome program and the girls would like to thank
Taylor and Harry from the Junction.
Eva Gasiewicz
Youth Worker

Year 10 Japanese

Year 10 Japanese class created a Japanese house
using a doll house

Miyoko Hodson
Japanese teacher

Year 10 BBQ
We were blown away by the number of students and teachers
that brought snags from us! We all had an amazing time
cooking and serving our
peers and teachers. We
could see that the
students and teachers
were happy and
thankful for the sausage
sizzle.
Thank you again, to everyone who came and supported the year 10
formal.
Year 10 Student Leadership

Road Ready Catch up
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Kulture Break
Last night students from years 7 to 10 performed two fantastic dances at the Kulture Break Showcase
at the National Convention Centre.. The students have been working hard for the past 10 weeks to learn
their dances and it was wonderful to see them wowing the crowd up on stage. Special Mention to Fetu’u
Kiriui who won the award for best performer!
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9/10 Wood Design
This week the year 9 and 10 students have been putting the finishing touches on their tables. They
should all be very proud of their hard work!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone
and email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/parental-as-anything-with-maggie-dent/episodes
Canberra Youth Homelessness Services
For further information:
Barnardos Canberra Youth Homelessness
Program Manager
2 Atherton Street, Downer, ACT 2602
PO Box 384 Dickson ACT, 2602
P: 02 6257 5029
E: bcyhs@barnardos.org.au
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NAIDOC in the North

Artwork: Currents (mini 9) by Leah Brideson

NAIDOC in the North
2-9 July 2022
NAIDOC in the North is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture through story, song, art
dance and ceremony. It is held in Canberra, on the lands of the Ngunnawal People, and welcomes people of
all ages and backgrounds to learn from our local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community through
workshops, performances, activities and entertainment.
In 2022, we’re spreading out the celebrations right across North Canberra, with intimate opportunities to
connect to country, community and culture right throughout NAIDOC Week.
Events can be accessed here: https://www.belcoarts.com.au/naidoc/
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What’s been happening…
We hope that all teachers and students enjoy a well-earned break over the
coming two weeks.
We will be holding our end of term BBQ breakfast on Friday morning,
We'll be offering bacon and egg rolls, pancakes, and toasties. It’s our
favourite morning of the term because we get to relax with the children and
enjoy a delicious breakfast!
Any parents, students and teachers across the two school communities are
welcome to join us for a bite to eat or a warm drink. The more the, the
merrier!
I also want to just quickly take this opportunity to remind parents to create
any bookings needed for school holidays as spaces are filling up quickly,
especially on our excursion days!
It would also be a great opportunity to families to review their bookings for
term 3 and make any extra bookings needed, or to cancel any unwanted
bookings before fees are Incurred.

Coming Up
July
1st

Last day of school

July
18th

Term 3 begins Gold Creek

July
18th

School resumes for Gold Creek students

Holy Spirit pupil free day
Service will provide a pupil free day option
for Holy Spirit families and regular Before
and After school care for Gold Creek families

Vacation care snapshot:

5th July: There's something stinky In the fridge Incursion - drama
7th July: Flip out Majura excursion
13th July: Hoyt’s Belconnen excursion
14th July: Harry Potter themed virtual reality Incursion
Scan the QR Code to see what else we are up to!

Mon-Fri 7am - Bell time, Bell time - 6pm

0402 611 484
nicholls@oshclub.com.au or emma.wink@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
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