Kelleway Avenue
Nicholls ACT 2913
Senior Site
+ 61 2 6142 1300
Junior Site
+ 61 2 6142 340

info@goldcreek.act.edu.au
www.goldcreek.act.edu.au

Dear Gold Creek Community
We have had an excellent start to term 2 and it has been really pleasing to see the return of many things
like assemblies, excursions and parents back on site. Having our community welcome back is something that
we have certainly missed.
Walk and Ride to School Day
I would like to extend a huge thank you to Mrs Pota, Ms Scott and Ms Jones on organising an excellent ‘Walk
and Ride to School’ celebration that was held this morning on the basketball courts at our Junior Site. It was
wonderful seeing our students and their parents taking the opportunity to catch up with friends while
enjoying a healthy snack on their arrival at school.
Outdoor Education Camps
A huge thank you needs to go to Mr McDonald and Ms Nucifora-Ryan for organising the Outdoor Education
Camps this term. It has been quite a while since we have been able to organise camps and the work behind
the scenes that goes into making these events happen, so it was great to see multiple groups get the
opportunity to get out of Canberra and into the beautiful natural environments of the south coast. The
photos looked absolute incredible.
Information Evenings
Thank you to all who attended our information evenings for prospective preschool, kindergarten and year 7
students last week. For those people who missed out and are interested in learning more about the excellent
educational opportunities offered at Gold Creek School, please get in touch with our front offices to organise
a meeting with members of the executive staff.
Senior Site Athletics Carnival
Well done to our PE team on organising a great Athletics carnival which was held this week at the AIS. The
level of performance from our students was really impressive and it was great to see the house pride on
display from both students and staff alike. Those students who have qualified for the next round of events
will do very well I’m sure.
Pupil Free Days
The ACT Government is supporting all ACT publics schools to hold two staff planning days during term 2.
These days will provide public school teachers with some extra space to complete student reporting and
lesson planning.
Our school will hold staff planning days on:
• Friday 27 May (week 5), and
• Monday 20 June (week 9)
Where possible, we ask that students do not attend school on these days. Students who can’t stay at home
will be able to attend school and be supervised while undertaking general learning activities. If you require
your child/ren to attend on either of these days, we ask that you please inform us by contacting the school
via phone on 6142 1300 or email at info@goldcreek.act.edu.au.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Gold Creek School.

Dan Breen on behalf of Janine Waters, Nicole Jaggers and Kirrally Talbot
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CALENDAR DATES
For important dates please visit our calendar via the school website and click on a particular event to
display more information such as times, locations etc. The calendar can also be viewed via the school
App on your mobile phones if you have downloaded it.

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
Democracy Sausages
Gold Creek School is the place to vote this weekend! Come and support the school by grabbing a democracy
sausage, coffee, poffertjes, cake, or have a look at one of the market stalls we will have.
The Year 10s will be running a fundraising bake sale between 10.00am and 1.00pm.
Even if you have already voted, come down and see what we’ve got on offer!
This year we are raising money for new playground equipment on the junior site. We are a fair way off our
target, and we would like to aim for installation before the warmer weather returns, and we would love to
see families join the effort!
While our volunteer team is looking ok, they could use a little more help. You can sign up to help here:
https://signup.com/go/iCqtWsp
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Floriade Community 2022
We are happy to announce that Gold Creek School is participating in Floriade Community this year! We will
be collecting 1,600 tulip bulbs and figuring out exactly where and how to plant them very soon. There will be
an opportunity for the community to get involved in this wonderful initiative, but it will move quickly, so keep
an eye out on Facebook.
Have a great weekend!
David Pollard and the Gold Creek School P&C
Mob: 0416215305
www.facebook.com/GoldCreekPandC
GoldCreekSchoolPandC@gmail.com

SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES

Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2

email junior site GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
email senior site GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au

Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Junior Site:
Senior Site:

6142 1344
6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.

School website and social media links

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE & WORDS OF WISDOM
IB LEARNERS ARE:

INQUIRERS,

KNOWLEDGEABLE,

PRINCIPLED,

OPEN-MINDED,
and

THINKERS,

CARING,

COMMUNICATORS,
REFLECTIVE,

BALANCED

RISK-TAKERS.

MINDS ARE LIKE PARACHUTES - THEY ONLY FUNCTION WHEN OPEN -Thomas

Dewar
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STAFF PROFILES

JUNIOR SITE
Libby Glasgow
SLC Executive Teacher Year 1 & 2
Why did you become a teacher?
I always wanted to be a teacher, from way back when I was in primary school. I like watching people grow
and become the best that they can be. I like seeing people smile when they get excited about learning. I
also really like to be silly and have fun. As a teacher I get to sing, and read books using silly voices, make
and play games, and get really creative about how I engage students in their learning.
What is your greatest challenge as a teacher?
I want every student to be happy and successful and to know how amazing they are. Not everyone has the
same opportunities in their life and sometimes it is harder for some people to believe in themselves or be
resilient when things go wrong. This makes me sad because I can see so much goodness and potential in
every young person.
What is something you couldn't live without?
The kindness and support of my family, friends and colleagues. Having good people around me is important
in helping me stay happy and cope with challenging things.
If you could meet anyone in the world dead or alive, who would it be and why?
I would like to meet Sadako Ogata, High Commissioner of United Nations High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR) between 1991 and 2000. She is the only woman to have held that position. In her last speech as
High Commissioner she talked about how women are often the victims of war but also how women are
crucial to building peace and to working towards co-existence and reconciliation. She called for the voice of
women to be heard in solving global challenges.
Do you have a hidden talent/hobby/interest out of work?
I play indoor hockey and I ride mountain bikes. I also sew. I like to make clothes and other accessories, like
masks and bags. I learnt how to sew at school, and it is a skill I really value. I can follow patterns, but I also
know enough now that I can figure out ways to make things – it’s like a fabric puzzle, trying to create new
things. I really love being in my garden and I’m learning how to grow different fruits, vegetables and herbs
and how to manage the different pests and diseases. There is something so satisfying about eating food you
have grown yourself. I’ve also been trying to learn French. I love finding connections between words I know
in English and similar words in French. There are so many more than you might think at first.
What are your hopes for your students?
I want them to love learning so they can continue to learn and grow throughout their lives. I want them to
find things that they are passionate about so they can live a fulfilling life. I want them to see outside of their
personal world and understand their influence and impact so they can take action for a better world.
What is the most valuable thing you've learnt to date?
I have learnt that making mistakes is ok. It’s what you do after the mistake that matters. Do I need to
apologise/make amends? Do I need to try again or be persistent so I can improve? I have learnt to reflect on
my mistakes so I can become a better person and develop my skills. I have also learnt to forgive myself
when I make a mistake, just as I would forgive others.
What would you do for a career if you weren't teaching?
I would probably work for Red Cross or UNHCR to support and improve the resettlement of refugees in
Australia. This is related to a job I used to do which was leading English as an Additional Language or Dialect
Education. In this role I worked closely with a number of organisations that support refugee resettlement in
Canberra. That work had a big impact on me.
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS
Year 2
Year 2 have just completed a wonderfully productive ‘Where We Are In Place and Time’ inquiry. It was all
about how history helps us understand some of the changes between the past and the present day.
To do this, students researched to find out about a chosen topic. They read and watched videos to become
knowledgeable and they also made inferences based on images. In this inquiry, many year 2 students were
able to interview friends and family to find out about life in the past. We learnt a lot of new things and we
learnt about many cultures. Here are some of the comments, wonderings and reflections.

Zarah interviewed her Pa: “he told me school was difficult and kids got the cane. He also told me about
swapping food with neighbours if you didn’t have enough.”
Sam found out about bikes. 200 years ago, very early bikes were made from wood, and they were very hard
to ride. Now bikes are made from metal and plastics. Bikes have a lot of gears, and they are good at going
down hills.
Lily-Mae interviewed her nan: “I found out that in the past cars did not have seatbelts or power steering. For
entertainment people would go to the drive-in movies.”
Learning about food was an aspect some
classes explored. We realised that making
butter by hand takes a really long time!
We like being able to buy things quickly
in shops and get on with our day. To
finish, we made old fashioned treats such
as chocolate crackles and honey joys.
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Students thoroughly enjoyed stepping back in time
to experience and connect to school in the olden
days.
Students were enthusiastic to experience being in
a classroom from the olden days when students
used ink and a feather for handwriting, chalks and
black boards and sitting at tables which are set up
in rows rather than small groups.

Students also co-created a timeline of schooling and its changes over time.
We also explored currency and the changes to its form over time, such as from
Indigenous trading to pennies, shillings and pounds, to the decimal system.

Students were eager to explore how people produced goods in the past without using technology or
machines, so we have experienced making butter and used the butter we made to make fairy bread.
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Origami Club
Origami Club members are taking an initiative and are starting to propagate succulent plants with the hope
of donating these plants by the end of the year. Our recipients will be: nurses, doctors and possibly
residents at local aged care facilities. Bunnings Warehouse Airport Canberra generously donated many
pots, soil, and plants for our students. Please come and joins us, all students from year 3 to year 6 are
welcome! You do not need to know how to fold origami, we have many year 6 leaders to be there to
support you. See you at year 6 building on Thursdays - Break 1.

Walk or Ride to School Day
On Friday the 20th of May, Gold Creek School participated in the annual Walk or Ride Safely to School day.
It was brilliant seeing all the students and staff participating in this event. Walking or riding a bike or
scooter to school has many benefits for our physical and mental health. It also decreases the number of
cars on the road and the amount of time cars are on the road, which is healthier for our planet as well. We
just need to remember to do so safely, which means not being distracted by our phones, crossing the road
at designated crossing points where possible, or stopping and looking both ways when not. Our students at
Gold Creek showed their maturity with how safely they came to school on the day, which was wonderful to
see.
Thank you to all the students, parents, and staff who participated in this wonderful event, especially Mrs
Mita Pota, who spearheaded the day!
An extra special thank you goes out to both Coles Gungahlin and Woolworths Gungahlin. Both
supermarkets have shown extreme generosity with their kind donations of bananas, mandarins, pink lady
and jazz apples, and bottles of water. The gorgeous fresh fruit was a brilliant addition to our health
initiative and was a wonderful pick me up on a brisk morning. Thank you so much for this support for your
community!
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SENIOR SITE NEWS
Athletics Carnival
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House Spirit
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MAKERSPACE - every Monday from 3:00pm to 4:20pm in sg120 (except on public
holidays�)
Makerspace will start Monday afternoons after school (from 3:00pm to 4:30pm) in SG120 at the
Senior Site. If you are interested, please let Mrs Machen know in the Arts and Design Staffroom or email
me via amelia.machen@ed.act.edu.au. At the Makerspace you can learn coding, designing in 3D,
designing for the laser cutter or learning new skills using the sewing machines. We encourage you to
explore your creativity and come and make something with us.
If you want more information, please join our Google Classroom: nhnc5lg
Looking after the environment with our sewing projects.
The students in year 7 and 8 learn about the impact of plastic bags on the environment and then
design and make their own bag to use instead of a plastic bag.
One of our students, Jamie B, is a very keen fisherman. He based his design on his interests and will
be using his bag next time he goes on an adventure.

A beautiful design by Kaitlyn
Terry

Jamie’s latest catch and the bag he made.
Ms Machen – Arts and Design

COMMUNITY NEWS
Did you know you can place an online lunch order for your
child via flexischools?

Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or you can download the App
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Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone
and email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Talking to children about the COVID-19 Pandemic
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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