Senior Site
Bites
Gold Creek New Staff Shirt

Gold Creek School have officially launched their new staff shirt and we could
not be happier.

Term 1
Week 7
18 March 2022

In 2021 the school engaged Ngiyampaa artist, Sarah Richards of the
Marrawuy Journeys – Contemporary Aboriginal Artwork, to work with
Indigenous students on a unique design that represented what it means to
be part of the Gold Creek community.
The artwork ‘Journey Together’ represents the staff and students starting off
on different paths then coming together to undertake a shared journey.

Dates to remember:
Calendar
21 – 25 March
Harmony Week
22 & 23 March
Year 7 Author Visit
Year 10 P.A.R.T.Y Program
23 March
Breakfast Club (Wk 5-9)
8.00 – 8.45am
Homework Club (Wk 5 -9)
3.00 – 4.30pm
24 March
Year 9&10 NASA Sounding
Rockets Program
29 March
Parent Teacher Interviews
(in person)

The design incorporates themes of belonging and connectedness and
embodies the school’s 10 International Baccalaureate (IB) learner profile
attributes.
The project has received strong support from the whole school community
and we hope to build on this with a new student- led work to be designed
later this year.

30 March
Parent Teacher Interview
(Phone)
6 April
Gungahlin College transition
Information Session
(in school for year 10
students)
7 April
House Pride/Cross Country
Carnival
8 April
Last Day of Term
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MID SEMESTER 1 REPORTS/PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
Mid-semester Parent Teacher Conferences will be held in Term 1, Week 9.
Date: Tuesday, 29 March 2022

Wednesday, 30 March 2022

Time: 3:30 – 6:00pm

3:30 – 6:00pm

Where: Gymnasium

Phone Interviews Only

This year we will be giving senior site parents the choice of a face to face or a phone-based Parent
Teacher Conference. If attending face to face conferences you will need to use the Check-in Canberra
App on arrival, maintain 1.5m social distancing and hand sanitation protocols are to be followed when
onsite.
If you are choosing the phone interview option, you will need to add the phone number you want the
teacher/s to phone you on, on the first PTO screen.
Mid semester reports are for Senior Site Students Only and log information for the PTO website will be
emailed to families on Tuesday 24 March 2022.
Please be aware household information is stored differently in the school’s new Sentral database to
that used in previous years. If you do not receive your child’s report and PTO email, or if you receive
your child’s student report and PTO email and don’t want to receive these emails, please contact
GoldCreek.StudentRecords@ed.act.edu.au with your correct information so we can update our records.
With split families, both parents should independently receive an email with PTO log in information. If
this doesn’t happen, please let us know and we will rectify as soon as possible.

COVID UPDATE
Easing of some student-related COVID-19 restrictions
Updates have also been made to the COVID-19 term 1 plan for public schools around sport, music,
assemblies, excursions and camps.
From tomorrow the following changes will be made to the Term 1 plan:
• School bands, orchestras, choirs and performance rehearsals can resume on school sites without
cohorting restrictions.
• School sports can also resume without cohorting restrictions.
• Face to face school assemblies and performances can resume for students only. At this stage
parents are unable to attend in person. Where possible, we encourage you to live stream or make
recordings available for parents.
From term 2, swimming carnivals and inter-school sports competitions can resume off school grounds.
Parents are welcome to attend these events when they are held outdoors however, it is recommended
they do not attend carnivals or competitions that are indoors.
We’ve also been able to ease restrictions on excursions:
• Interstate excursions can also resume for trips within a 4-hour driving distance to the ACT. The
4-hour limit aligns with ACT Health requirements on entering and leaving the Territory to allow for
those who test positive to COVID-19 being able to return home by private vehicle if there is no safe
way to continue isolating at their current location.
• Overnight excursions (camps) are also allowed to take place, with a two-night limit on all overnight
excursions. Schools will need to prepare a COVID-safe plan for each excursion and upload a risk
assessment to SAS prior to travel.
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Performing Arts News

Band - Beginner Band have been working hard to learn some new pieces in their preparations for
Eisteddfod for this year. They are making so much progress! Y7&8 and Y9&10 Bands were able to
join together again this week outside for some
combined pieces. They are sounding great especially when they are all playing together!

Vocal Group - they performed ‘Riptide’ at Concert On The Concourse this week. They were
sounding confident with some really solid part singing. It was great to have them all singing
outside together! Thanks to Jess H for taking photos.

The Performing Arts Team

Design News
Textiles - The year 9 and 10 Textile and Fashion Design students have been busy developing their
creative skills. Here is a sample of their work.
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Digital Design - Year 8 Digital Design students had to find a solution for a problem using the
Design Cycle and our 3D printers. Here is a sample of some of their creative solutions.

Year 8 Textiles: Year 8 textiles have been busy experimenting with
different decorating techniques. Here is a sample of their sun prints
from this week.

Year 7 & 8 Visual Art - Year 7 & 8 Visual Arts students have been studying
WearableArt this term. They have been having fun creating treasure from trash
with their Found Object Wearable Sculptures.

The Design Team
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SCIENCES
Year 7
As we move full speed ahead into our new unit on
Properties of Substances and Mixtures, Year 7
Sciences have been investigating different states
of matter by making ice-cream!
What a delicious start to this unit of inquiry!

Year 7 Sciences Team
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REMINDER: Masks must still be worn by years 7 to 10, staff and visitors while in the school buildings
COVID-19–INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES
Rapid Antigen Tests(RAT)
• If your child tests positive with a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT):
 they should isolate for 7 days and follow the guidance on the COVID-19 website
 register their positive RAT result with ACT Health using the online form, and
 tell your child’s school if your child was at school during the time, they may have been infectious.
• Registering a RAT result using the online form means ACT Health can contact you and provide further
information and support if required.
• If your child has tested negative with a RAT but has ongoing COVID-19 symptoms, they should have
a PCR test. If the PCR test is positive, they should follow the guidance for people with COVID-19. If
the PCR test is negative, they may return to school when they are well.
• Household (high risk) contacts
 If your child is in quarantine because someone in your household has COVID-19, they cannot attend
school during the quarantine time period. They are required to quarantine as a household (high risk)
contact.
 As a household (high risk) contact, it’s important that your child stays in quarantine for the full 7
days, even if they have returned an initial negative COVID-19 test during this time.
 Once your child has completed their quarantine period, they can return to school, if they:
Information about children and COVID-19 is available on the ACT COVID-19 website

School website and social media links
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IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements
over the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so
the child can show it to the teacher before making their way to the
administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if
returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school
hours, your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing
disruptions during class time
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours, your assistance in this will
be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions during class time
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school hours, your assistance in this will
be greatly appreciated in reducing disruptions during class time

IMPORTANT REMINDER - MOBILE PHONE RULES
Don’t forget our rules for mobile phones; when students are in the buildings their
phones must be off and in their bags.
If you need to contact your child in an emergency please call the school direct on
6142 1300 and we will get the message to them.
For non-urgent messages you can send an SMS and students can check their phones
during break

Did you know you can place an online lunch order
for your child via flexischools?

Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or download the App.
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How it works
We believe that young men have lots of potential and much to offer our community, but we know that
everyone, including young men, face challenges at some point in their lives.
Some
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

of the challenges facing young men include:
Hassles with parents – often in mixed families
Being bullied at school, at home or in the neighbourhood
Problems with a teacher or boss
Something bad happening to someone close (death in the family, etc)
Relationship break up
Losing a job or having problems getting a job
Money worries
Using alcohol or drugs to cope with difficult issues
Being controlled by anger or other destructive emotions
Addictions to things like Internet porn or gambling
Adjusting to life outside school, home or detention.

If you know (or you are) a young guy facing a challenge and could really use someone to talk to, give
us a call and come in for a chat.
We believe that young men are capable of finding solutions from their own strengths and resources.
Our counselling service helps them identify and access those resources in order to bring about positive
changes in their lives.
We provide a safe place for young men to explore options to solve challenges that may have arisen at
school, at home, with friends, their health, their money situation or even their spirituality. If needed,
we can also work with parents or other significant people in their life.
All services at Menslink are provided at no cost to the young men or their families.
There are no fees or charges. They’re completely confidential and counselling is available to any
young guy aged 10-25.
Menslink comes to Gold Creek School every Thursday.
Please contact hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au or jill.chawota@ed.act.edu.au if you would like your
young male to be part of this opportunity at Gold Creek School.
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Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub
services provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are
accessible via phone and email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.

You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au

Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Talking to children about the COVID-19 Pandemic
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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