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The staff here at Gold Creek School would like to warmly welcome everyone back for Term 4. We hope that
everyone had a safe and restful break, and you are all feeling enthusiastic and optimistic about the upcoming
term.
Reopening of Schools
During the break, the Chief Minister announced that the date for the reopening of schools would be brought
forward for some year groups. We are now looking forward to welcoming back students from our
Kindergarten, Years 1, 2 and 6 as well as students in Years 9 and 10 at the beginning of Week 4 on Monday
25 October. The following Monday, 1 November we will have the pleasure of welcoming all other year groups
back to onsite learning.
In the meantime, the staff here have been working on a range of measures that will ensure a safe return to
school. We will have these in place in time for the impending return of our students. Some of these
measures will require some slight changes to how we normally operate. There will be information
communicated to families over the next few weeks regarding this, so please keep an eye on inboxes.
Construction Update
We are happy to be able to inform you that construction on the expansion of the Senior Site has
recommenced over the break and the South Building is starting to look quite different.

Online Learning
We have been really pleased with the online attendance rates and levels of participation in remote learning
to date. Teachers have been highlighting some excellent examples of the learning occurring and many have
been showcased in forums like our virtual assemblies. Keep up the great work!
Once again, we cannot thank you all enough for the flexibility, patience, good humour and resilience shown
by all members of the school community during this time, it has been greatly appreciated.
Dan Breen, Janine Waters, Nicole Jaggers and Cindy Condon
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CALENDAR DATES
For important dates please visit our calendar via the school website and click on a particular event to
display more information such as times, locations etc. The calendar can also be viewed via the school
App on your mobile phones if you have downloaded it.

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
Preschool -Year 6 Parent/Teacher Conferences – Phone Interview Only
(10 minutes each):
Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October 8:30am – 4:30pm
NB: Teacher availability differs across year levels, therefore the times available for
these conferences will differ from teacher to teacher.
Primary Site parents/carers will receive an email with information regarding their login and
password next week. Please be on the lookout for these emails.

Remote Learning GCS Parent Site
Remote Learning GCS Parent Site

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS
SCHOOL INTENTIONS FOR 2022
To enable Gold Creek School to transition students effectively from their current year level in 2021 to
the next school year level in 2022 we need a clear picture of prospective student movement. This
includes gathering data about known school leaver intentions. If you are aware of prospective changes,
and your child/children will not be returning to Gold Creek School for schooling in the 2022 school
year, could you please complete the form using the link below. This form does not replace the Student
Leaver’s form which will also need to be completed at the time of your child’s departure from the school.

2021 Leaver Intention Form
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SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2
email junior site GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
email senior site GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Junior Site:
Senior Site:

6142 1344
6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.

School website and social media links

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE & WORDS OF WISDOM
IB LEARNERS ARE:

INQUIRERS,

KNOWLEDGEABLE,

PRINCIPLED,

OPEN-MINDED,
and

THINKERS,

CARING,

COMMUNICATORS,
REFLECTIVE,

BALANCED

RISK-TAKERS.
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STAFF PROFILES

SENIOR SITE
Holly Wright
EAL/D, Language and Literature and INS Teacher.

Why did you become a teacher?
I always wanted to be useful. I decided in year 11 that the best use of my skills and interests that would be a useful career
choice was to be a teacher. I always wanted to make a difference in the lives of young people, and I love history and
literature.
What is your greatest challenge as a teacher?
Trying to work out how to get through to each individual student so that I can help them learn to the best of their ability
and they can achieve to their potential.
What is something you couldn't live without?
Exercising outside.
If you could meet anyone in the world dead or alive, who would it be and why?
Winston Churchill, I have read so many of his books and books about him and I would love to hear him speak. I would love
to hear how he would tackle the challenges of the 21st century, particularly right-wing extremism and climate change. I
would also like to take down his criticisms of feminism.
Do you have a hidden talent/hobby/interest out of work?
Roller derby. I am a blocker for Canberra Roller Derby League and the Captain of my home team, the Red Bellied Black
Hearts.
What are your hopes for your students?
That they make it through adolescence relatively unscathed, figure out who they are and use their unique gifts to make the
world a better place.
What is the most valuable thing you've learnt to date?
That nothing worth doing is ever easy.
What would you do for a career if you weren't teaching?
Be an education union official.
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS
Kindergarten News
Kindergarten has been working hard during remote learning time. We have had lots of success from students
throughout the cohort.
We have begun working on our Unit of Inquiry. Our central idea is:
Plants sustain life on earth and play a role in our lives
We have begun to inquire into what living things need and how the environment affects people and other
living things by using a range of materials and by writing about it.

The Kindergarten Team

Junior Site Library News
ONLINE BOOK FAIR STARTS THIS SATURDAY!
Help us raise some extra funds to purchase student interest books while buying your own and perhaps some
early Christmas gifts.
After following the steps on the invitation below don’t forget to:
- add the Book Fair ID number and
- select ‘Home Delivery’ at the bottom of the Checkout.
Thank You!
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Keryn Hoeschle
Junior Site Teacher/Librarian

SENIOR SITE NEWS
Operation Care Package!
During Remote Learning our Product Design
classes have been working on ‘Operation Care
Package’. We thought that our households
needed some TLC and a morale boost. The
students were tasked with designing and
prototyping a care package for
the members of their
household. They had to think about the contents of the
package, how the contents are carried, and the delivery
mode. Here are some photos of the thoughtful items that
the students prototyped to put a smile on their loved one’s
faces.
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PERFORMING ARTS ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
BAND - Band students started the session with some of their favourite tunes to get back in the groove of
playing together. They then worked on “Mary Poppins” where they focused on some of the technical details
in the music including tempo changes and different time signatures. They are looking forward to hearing how
it sounds when we can play together again. Today they will be learning a new piece arranged by one of the
Band - Baden. For his Y9 music assignment, he has done an arrangement of “Octopus’s Garden” by The
Beatles, so he will be trying it out with real musicians today!
JAZZ BAND - Jazz Band were learning another new piece this week - an arrangement of ‘Dynamite’ by Taio
Cruz. There are some pretty catchy rhythms in there! We played a bit more Christmassy music too this
week!
VOCAL GROUP - Vocal Group were suggesting new songs to learn, and lots of voting this week! So, we’ve
decided on some new songs ready to start learning next week. It’s really tricky trying to refine work whilst
we can’t hear each other, so we’re going to just learn some more songs to work on when we are allowed to
rehearse together again!
INTO THE WOODS - Our ensemble members spent their rehearsal time going over dance routines that they
identified they would like to work with some of their favourite numbers being ‘Agony’ & ‘Agony Reprise’. The
lead cast spent their time working on set numbers & refining some choreography to make their performance
even more amazing. Everyone was really pleased to see each other again.
DANCEFEST - DanceFest students were pleased to hear about the plans received from AUSDANCE ACT for
their performance to happen after lockdown. They then went over their routine, identified the tricky sections
that were needed to be worked on and discussed how best to use the rest of our online rehearsals before
heading back to school.
Our Into the Woods lead cast saying hi to
each other & Emma & Eliza working on one
of their solo numbers in the show.

Ruth Williams & Phil Simpson

COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone
and email.
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Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links

Community Service Directorate
Talking to children about the COVID-19 Pandemic
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
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OSHC AT HOME
Powered by OSHClub

WEEKLY PLANNER

MONDAY
GOOD VIBRATIONS DANCE CLASS
BY CDI
Join Creative Dance
Industries for a fantastic
new jazz dance routine to
the tune of “Good
Vibrations”. Slip into some
comfy clothes and stretch
your limbs, it’s time to get
funky.

PAINTED GLASS JARS
Paints out and smocks on.
Today we’re going to make
decorated glass jars.
How will you use your
new painted jar? You
could use it to keep your
pencils in or maybe evenas
a vase.

TUESDAY

Activity Sheet

STEM

Video Activity

Art & Craft

Reading Corner

Mindfulness

Challenge

Physical Activity

Hands on

Ages 5-7

Live Stream

Cooking

Hands off

Ages 8-12

WEDNESDAY

KIDS KITCHEN:NICE
CREAM

BLOTTED PAINT
BUTTERFLIES

Feeling a little hungry? Join
Christine in the kitchen to
make this easyand yummy
Banana Chocolate Nice
Cream.
Mmmm who doesn't love
'Nice Cream'.

Grab your paints and
paper! We’re making
beautiful, blotted paint
butterflies with Educator
Lynette. This activity can
get a little messy, so we
recommend wearing a
smock or an old shirt!

PEG TIGGY MOOVOSITY
A fresh twist on a classic
game. Time to stretch your
legs and get moving? Why
not try Peg Tiggy from
Moovosity. You can play with
a sibling or get the whole
family involved in the fun.

KIDS KITCHEN: RICE PAPER ROLLS
Rolling for a yummy lunch
time break? Well then thisis
the one for you. Join
Educator Danielle in the
Kids Kitchen to make some
rice paper rolls withyour
favourite fillings.

THURSDAY
DANCE YOGA FUN
Educators Hannah and Clare
are going to teach you a
dance yoga routine. For this
one, you can grab apartner or
do it by yourself.Shake out
your limbs and let's get
moving.

BEE ROCKART
Let's get painting and
create little rock bees to
go around your garden.
All you need are some
stones or pebbles, paint,
brushes, and your
creativity.

All Ages

FRIDAY
AT-HOME CELERY EXPERIMENT
Have you ever wondered
how plants get water from
their roots all the way up to
their leaves? This simple
celery experiment shows
how coloured water travels
up a celery stalk.

LOOSE PARTSPLAY
Gather up a range of
household objects for
some loose parts play with
Educator Chantelle
- make sure you bring
your creativity and
imagination! What will
you create?
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