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Dear Parents and Carers 
It has been wonderful to be able to welcome everyone back from the mid-year break, it is hard to believe how fast time is 
moving as we are already at the end of week 2 Semester 2. I am happy to report that all classes have returned from the 
break settled and have resumed their high standard learning where they left off at the end of last term. 

 
NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
Over the past two weeks, students at Gold Creek have taken time to celebrate NAIDOC week which occurred in the second 
week of the mid-year break. This year’s theme for NAIDOC week was ‘Heal Country’ and assemblies held on both sites 
marked the occasion. On the Senior site, we were particularly honoured to have the 2021 ACT Young Woman of the Year, 
Dhani Gilbert speak to our high school students about connection and the importance of looking after country. I would like 
to thank Dhani for visiting and taking the time to address the assembly. 
On the Junior Site, it was lovely to see the students in year 2 inquiring into connection to country through the guiding 
question “How do we care for country?”. Our annual Whole School NAIDOC Celebration will be held on Friday Week 4, 
where students will participate in a range of learning experiences. Please stay tuned for more information in the coming 
weeks. 
WIN News 
For those of us who missed Wednesday night’s WIN news, Gold Creek School was the official ‘School of the Week’. Our 
Girls’ Boxing Program that is run in partnership with Boxing Australia on the senior site was featured and it was great to see 
our students speak so confidently about the positive impact the program has made for them. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank and acknowledge Eva Gasiewicz and Hamish ‘Macca’ McDonald for the valuable time and work they 
have invested into making this program a possibility. 
Senior Site Expansion 
The senior site expansion work is progressing well. During the mid-year break, the majority of the demolition needing to 
take place was completed and now work is starting on the footings for the first level. Please be reminded that we are 
operating under new arrangements regarding the carpark on the senior site and we ask that parents avoid using the 
carpark. 

 

COVID Update 
Please be advised that any adult visiting Gold Creek School, regardless of how long they are on site, is required to sign in 
using the Check-in CBR App. This applies to all adults, even if they only visit the grounds and do not enter buildings. We 
have QR Codes posted at a number of entrances and exits around all sites. 

 
Farewell Linda 
It is with a tinge of sadness that we bid farewell to Linda Kwong, our tireless food tech assistant. Linda has been a member 
of staff here at Gold Creek for well over ten years and a part of the community for even longer. I would like to thank Linda 
for the incredible contribution she has made to Gold Creek School over the years and wish her all the very best in her new 
role at Harrison School. 
Dan Breen, Principal 

 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL: Daniel Breen 
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL: Janine Waters - SS 
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL: Cindy Condon - JS 
Board Chair: Kirsten Maloney dandkmaloney@bigpond.com 
P&C President: David Pollard goldcreekschoolpandc@gmail.com 
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ICAS competitions 

    Any parent that has not completed the permission forms need to return them to me ASAP. Permission forms are     
available from our website. 

 

Senior 
Australian National Chemistry Quiz – 29 July 2021  
Australian Mathematics Competition – 4 August 2021 
 ICAS Writing – 9 August 2021 
ICAS Digital Technologies - 10 August 2021 
ICAS English – 16 August 2021 
ICAS Science – 23 August 2021  
ICAS Spelling Bee – 24 August 2021 
ICAS Mathematics – 30 August 2021 

 
 

Junior 
Australian Mathematics Competition - 4 August 2021 

ICAS Digital Technologies - 10 August 2021 

ICAS Writing - 11 August 2021 

ICAS English - 18 August 2021  

ICAS Science - 24 August 2021  

ICAS Spelling Bee - 25 August 2021  

ICAS Mathematics - 31 August 2021 

 

SS Girls Boxing 
In case you missed it, our SS Girls Boxing program was featured on WIN News Thursday night. Here’s the link 
to the video: https://fb.watch/6Upi9w9kQd/ 

 
Well done Eva, Macca and Boxing ACT for supporting our future Olympians for Brisbane 2032!! 

 
 

SCHOOL INTENTIONS FOR 2022 

To enable Gold Creek School to transition students effectively from their current year level in 2021 to the next 

school year level in 2022 we need a clear picture of prospective student movement. This includes gathering data 

about known school leaver intentions. If you are aware of prospective changes, and your child/children will not 

be returning to Gold Creek School for schooling in the 2022 school year, could you please complete the form 

using the link below. This form does not replace the Student Leaver’s form which will also need to be completed 

at the time of your child’s departure from the school. 

     
     2021 Leaver Intention Form 
 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 

https://fb.watch/6Upi9w9kQd/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfilBB0tJOJ5vkfXxd--86hHQnaDMrsUbMHqKkVT8HoP0YDVg/viewform
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2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 
 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their 

experience of public education. The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 13 
August to 3 September. The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about 

how to improve our school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 

 

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive: 

 a letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for the data, 

and 

 an email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey. Genuine survey 

invitation emails will have the title ‘The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is now open!’ 

and will be sent from EDU Surveys & Evaluation with 'from' address EDU@qualtrics-survey.com. 

 

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, send your 

contact details to EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation. If you do not have an 

email listed with the school, please contact the School on 6142 1300. 

 

The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi, 

Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish and Telugu. Respondents can select their preferred 

language when they start the survey. A shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also 

available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at the Front 

Office. 

 

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers, staff 

and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. 

 

For more information, visit:  

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate- survey 

mailto:EDU@qualtrics-survey.com
mailto:EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILES & WORDS OF WISDOM 

IB LEARNERS ARE: 

INQUIRERS      KNOWLEDGEABLE THINKERS COMMUNICATORS, 
PRINCIPLED OPEN-MINDED CARING REFLECTIVE BALANCED 

and RISK-TAKERS. 
I have no special talent; I am only passionately curious. – Albert Einstein 

 

SENIOR SITE 
 

Yaama Kara 

 
Over the past couple of weeks Gold Creek School celebrated 2021 
NAIDOC Week. NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia 
each July to celebrate the history, culture, and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation. 
 
NAIDOC week is not only celebrated by our First Nations communities 
but celebrated by all Australians. The 2021 theme of ‘Heal Country’ calls 
for stronger measures to recognise, protect and maintain all aspects of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture which evidently is our 
country, which gives us strength every day. 

 

 

There has been some amazing work done in classrooms around the theme Heal Country. Some classes did 
incredible artwork to represent what they had learnt in the discussions surrounding Heal Country. 
Several classes went on country walks around Ngunnawal Country and had discussions about the problems they 
noticed and how they can help Heal Country, including encouraging others not to stand on plants or littering. 
 enthusiastically. 

 
The Senior school’s amazing Cultural Integrity team prepared a NAIDOC SEL lesson which ran successfully last 
Friday. The session included a team quiz based upon NAIDOC week. We were so happy to see so many of our 
classes achieve 100% which really shows all students engaging with and wanting to learn about all aspects of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. 
 
As the Indigenous Education Officer here at Gold Creek School, it fills me with pride that our school is working 
so hard on our Cultural Integrity Journey and I can’t wait to see how far we go. 
 
We will be having more celebrations of NAIDOC Week in week 4 when the school holds a Whole NAIDOC 
Activity Day, more information will be out soon. 

 
Sam Richards 
Gold Creek School Indigenous Education Officer 
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS 

    ODE CAMP PHOTOS – Gibraltar Falls 

 
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library 
Chief Ministers Ready Challenge 
Don’t forget to keep adding those books to student reading sheets over the holidays. 
The challenge is to complete reading 30 books by 6 August 2021. 
There are two optional challenges, click the links below to open the reading record sheet of your choice (either 
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REPORTING STUDENT 
ABSENCES 

Option 1: Report an absence using the school app. The school app allows you to check the calendar, read 
newsletters, report absences, and receive important information via sms on your mobile phone 
(provided you allow push notifications). 
 

Option 2: Email (junior site) GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au Email 
(senior site) GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au 
 
 

   Option 3: Leave a short message via our dedicated absences number JS: 6142 1344 SS: 6142 1323 When 
using the number above please leave a message stating student name, year, pc class, and reason 
for absence. E.g. sick, leave or late. 

 

Reminders… 
• Preschool photos Week 3 (Tues 27/28 July, 

more information to follow). 
• Please don’t forget to label all winter items 
• Your child’s teacher will be posting pictures and 

announcements on the Seesaw App so please 
ensure that you are checking this regularly 

• We are always in need of craft donations, please 
see your child’s teacher for further information 

print it off or make your own copy to add titles): 
Personal Reading Choices – any book titles can be added to the reading sheet 
Challenge Yourself to Read Something Different – titles in certain categories 

 
Signed and dated reading sheets are due into the junior site library by August 13. Happy holiday reading Keryn 
Hoeschle, Teacher/Librarian 

 

  PRESCHOOL NEWS  

Preschool 
Welcome back to Term 3! Last week we celebrated NAIDOC week where we discussed and learnt about how we 
can Heal Country in and around our community. Some of the classes decided they could care and show respect for 
the land by collecting rubbish and putting it in the bin. This involved going for nature walks, discussing how the 
rubbish was hurting the land, and how the children could make our earth feel happy and healed. We also engaged 
in quality literature to further deepen our knowledge around caring and respecting the land. We hope the children 
take this learning and continue to Heal Country as they participate in their daily activities outside of Preschool. 
 
This Term our Unit of Inquiry is ‘Sharing the Planet’ where we will be investigating how animals and people interact 
in different ways in different contexts. We will be inquiring ways in which animals play different roles in people’s 
lives, the reasons why particular animals are given specific functions/roles, and our responsibility for the well-being 
of animals. To support us with our Unit of Inquiry, we would love to see videos, photographs and images of your 
own family pet. Please discuss with your child’s classroom teacher for further information. 
 
We thank you all for your continued support to maintain social distance measures, sanitising your hands, and 
signing in via the CBR app each time you enter the Preschool premises. 
Preschool Team   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SCHOOL WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS 

mailto:GoldCreek.StudentJuniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.goldcreek.act.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/GoldCreekSchool/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bztG8P6aqwbK72lTykfpGATlPICND6zOyjkjaWWlUyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PBWmlVMnACMVf0Xz4e27bSzaEh_AatnPfpJ47pQD6Ps/edit?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/GoldCreekSchool
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     Gold Creek P&C Trivia Night 
Such a big part of the school and P&C community is focusing on the children, but every now and then, adults 
need some attention too. Book in a babysitter, grab a bottle of wine, some snacks or dinner and come along to 
our trivia night! You know the drill: BYOD dinner, answer some trivia questions, play bonus rounds, a few games, 
and win some prizes! 

 
Either book a table (up to 10) with your friends, or we can help put a table together for you to meet some new 
people. Why not start a table for parents of your kid’s class or year group? 

 
Over the years, we have seen some impressive dinners. Make it a ‘bring a plate’ evening with your friends, order 
a pizza, or just bring some snacks – it’s up to you. 

 
Please book early so we can appropriately plan a covid-safe event. 

When: 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start, Friday 13 August 

Where: Gold Creek School primary site hall 

Who: Everyone is welcome – parents, staff and friends 

Tickets: Available from Flexischools

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Check In CBR app 

 

It is important that students stay home and get tested if they are unwell. 
 

You’re Invited! 
The Office for Multicultural Affairs and the Multicultural Advisory Council invites you to attend a youth forum on 
the theme of belonging. 

 
The youth forum will explore: 
· What makes you feel as though you belong? 
· What has made you feel like you don’t belong? 
· What can we do to make Canberra a more welcoming city? For more info or to RSVP, head to Youth Forum: 
Importance of belonging 

 

Multicultural Youth Forum – 29 July 
The Multicultural Youth Forum is on 29 July 2021 and aimed at young people aged 12 to 18 years. Please 
promote this event through your school’s networks as relevant. A flyer, social media tile and social 
media/newsletter text are attached for use. For more info or to RSVP, head to Youth Forum: Importance of 
belonging. 

 

It is a public health requirement that all restricted activities (for example, sporting 
activities) use the Check in CBR app. All ACT public schools are now required to register 
for the app to obtain a unique QR Code to display at entry points. 

All staff and visitors to schools, including parents and carers, should be strongly 

encouraged to use the Check In CBR app when they attend schools. Normal school 
sign-in processes also apply. Visitors to our school, including parents and carers, should 

sign in using established processes, meet density requirements of one person per two 

square metres, and maintain physical distancing of 1.5m from other adults. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.eventsair.com%2Fyouth-forum-importance-of-belonging%2Fyouth-forum-rsvp%2FSite%2FRegister&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ca81c4362594793896408d94c10cbe9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637624457444232372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0RvNkukx%2FUI4n5A5MCDabuQRy%2Ftre6gBKYuJbWy9geM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcsd.eventsair.com%2Fyouth-forum-importance-of-belonging%2Fyouth-forum-rsvp%2FSite%2FRegister&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ca81c4362594793896408d94c10cbe9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637624457444232372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0RvNkukx%2FUI4n5A5MCDabuQRy%2Ftre6gBKYuJbWy9geM%3D&reserved=0
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