Senior Site
Bites
Senior
Site
Bites
Dear Gold Creek Community

Term 3
Week 5
19 August 2022

Dates to remember:
Calendar
Term 3

25 July – 12 Dec
Maker Space Club Mondays
3.00 -4.30pm Week 2 -9
27 July – 12 Dec
 Homework Club 3.15pm
 Breakfast Club 8.00am
Wednesday Weeks 2 -9
23 Aug
Years 9/10 ACT Handball
24 Aug
ICAS Science
26 Aug
 ACT MTB Championships
 Zone Girls Netball
 ICAS Spelling Bee
WEAR IT PURPLE DAY
29 Aug
ICAS Mathematics
30 Aug
Zone Track & Field
31 Aug
Alan Tongue league 9s
30 – 31 Aug
Beginners Outdoor ED camp
Check out the P&C website:
http://goldcreekschoolpandc.org
.au/
Follow us on twitter:
@GoldCreekSchool

Gold Creek School

I can't believe how fast time has flown this term. As we come towards the
busier end of the term, in this article, I would like to suggest some ways in
which you could support your child to ensure that they are getting the best
education possible at school and are on top of all their work. I'm sure most
of us are already doing this but it never hurts to get a reminder.
Have a conversation at home about school
Perhaps this sounds like the easiest of the things to do but sometimes it can
be tricky. While most students discuss their school life with their parents,
others might not. Having an open conversation at home about how your
child is doing in school sometimes helps us understand things we might not
be aware of and provides us with the opportunity to deal with them
proactively.
Reaching out to the Teachers to seek feedback.
Parents can reach out and communicate to all their children's teachers.
While email is perhaps the easiest way to communicate as it leaves a
conversation trail, contacting via phone is always another option.
Sometimes, confusion can be quickly addressed with a quick email to the
subject teacher. While many times teachers send you some feedback on
your child’s progress, this is not always possible, so if you have not heard
from the teacher for a while, I suggest a quick email as a great option.
Request for access to Google Classroom
The easiest way to know what your child has been doing at school is to
access the parent portal of google classroom where you can check on the
progress your child is making on all the tasks assigned to them. Most of the
work teachers are doing is digitally assigned and monitored via google
classrooms. If this is not something you are aware of, please reach out to
the individual subject teacher.
Request support from your child's Pastoral Care Teacher
If you feel that your child is not doing well at home and does not seem
engaged and you are unsure of their behaviours and academic progress, I
suggest you reach out to your child's Pastoral Care Teacher. Please do not
hesitate to seek their help and support in getting more information about
your child's academic and behavioural needs at school. They will also be
able contact subject teachers on your behalf and liaise with them to ensure
that you are supported. I hope this helps you in the near future.
You will be able to meet with your child's subject teachers in the later part
of this term during our parent-teacher conferences. Please look out for more
information in this space. I suggest you utilise this valuable time to address
any significant issues.
Finally, we would like to thank the Gold Creek community for their ongoing
support.
Vikash Chand
Executive Teacher- I&S and Lang Acquisitions
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Applications are now open for Future of Education Equity Fund – Round 2, 2022.
The ACT Government's expanded Future of Education Equity Fund provides financial assistance to lowincome families (and independent students) with students in years P-12 to meet the costs of education
expenses, such as school uniforms, school excursions, sport equipment and activities and music
lessons through a one-off payment.
The Future of Education Student Equity Fund Round 1 opened in late 2021 for families with students in
years 7-10. Round 2 is only open to families who have NOT already applied for and/or or received
payment to support their students in the 2022 school year using a paper based form.
The following payments are available to those who meet the eligibility criteria:
• $400 for preschool students
• $500 for primary school students
• $750 for high-school and college students
2022 applications close 30 September 2022. Only applications received by this date will be
processed. There is no limit on the number of students for whom each applicant can apply,
providing they meet all conditions.
Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must:
• Reside in the ACT
• Have sole or shared parental responsibility for a dependent student(s) in grades P-12; or be an
independent student
• Be financially responsible for the student(s)
• Demonstrate low-income status through:
-

a current means-tested Health Care Card or Centrelink card, which must list the student(s) as
dependents, or
alternative forms of evidence proving low-income status or equivalent financial stress.

Students must be:
• Enrolled full-time in a public or non-government school in the ACT in years P-12.
NOTE: For the purposes of the Equity Fund, a preschool is defined as a preschool that is attached to
an ACT school and led by a Principal. When applying online, only eligible preschools will appear in a
drop-down list.
•

Enrolled in an approved form of education other than a school and of an equivalent age to a
student in years K-12 E.g. attending the Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT), or registered for
home-schooling in the ACT.

•

Residing with the applicant in the ACT, or in special government care that is paid for by the
applicant or be independent.

Visit the Education Directorate, Support for our students, financial and resource assistance for families
webpage more information and to apply.
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2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey Background
School Satisfaction and Climate Survey - 2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey Background.
Each year, ACT Education surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12
about their experience of public education.
The 2022 surveys will be available online from 19 August to 9 September.
The data collected is used to inform government policy and underpin school improvement practices.
The results also help schools to identify what they do well and where we can improve.
In addition to items developed to measure satisfaction, the survey includes a school climate module
that forms part of a longitudinal study being conducted in partnership with researchers at the
Australian National University (ANU).
Key elements of school climate include school identification (a sense of belonging and connection to
school), academic emphasis (support and encouragement of learning and success), relationships
(feeling valued and respected in dealings with others) and a sense of shared mission, rules and
processes in the school, which are important indicators of educational outcomes and quality of the
learning environment.

Did you know you can place an online lunch order for your child via
flexischools?

Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or download the App.

Personal Projects timetable
Date

Thursday, 1 September

Week, term

Friday, 2 September 2022
Tuesday, 6 September 2022
Thursday, 22 September 2022

Week 10 Term 3

Exhibition by year 10 for year 9
product due to be submitted to
supervisors
Exhibition at parents/teacher night
Report and process journal due

WEAR IT PURPLE DAY 26 August 2022
We are encouraging the senior site students and staff to wear purple clothes/accessories/jewellery next
Friday, 26 August. Wear It Purple Day is all about celebrating and supporting young LGBTQIA+
people, and challenging societal attitudes to help shape a better world for us all to live in.
This year’s theme is ‘Still me, still human’. We are asking for gold coin donations during PC class and
also for Wear it Purple Wrist Bands, hair colouring and nail polish. Money raised will be split between a
donation to ‘Wear it purple Incorporated’ and the QSA group who are hoping to buy a Badge maker
and badge making materials for the school.
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ICAS Competitions Roster on the Senior Site
ICAS Science – Wednesday 24 August Line F
ICAS Spelling Bee – Friday 26 August Line F
ICAS Mathematics – Monday 29 August Line F
All competitions will be held in SS14 (Textiles room)
SmArts Program Article
This week a group of students from Year 7 and 8 attended the
Smarts Program that was run by Perform Australia out at Fyshwick.
We were introduced to Claire, Jazz and Sean. They were great
people to work with.
Claire showed us how to project our voices to the audience.
Whilst there, we were introduced to the two co-founders of Perform
Australia, James and Elizabeth.
A lady named Serena taught us how to use our voice with different
phases, showing us how to emphasise the point that you are making.
We participated in many games such as zip!, zap!, bong! and space jump, which allowed us to have
the opportunity to make scenes on the spot which is known as improvisation.
We were given a script that we learnt and
performed on stage in front of our friends and
families.
The performance was an ensemble piece that
represents strength in many different ways.
One scene in the performance we were creating a
thunderstorm where we had two people in the middle of the stage being affected by the thunderstorm,
whilst the rest of the students were in two lines on either side of the stage creating the thunderstorm
effect with our mouths and body.
“Strength is……” - Kaitlyn
The students had an amazing time doing all of
the activities that took place over the course
of the week and enjoyed doing the
performance.
I do recommend this to future students
because it is a great experience, a chance to
get out of your comfort zone, have a good
laugh, learn something new and make lasting
memories.
“ We’ve learnt a lot and had fun” - Alice
Thank you Laz for being with us all week and Colin and Ms Cheung for driving the bus.
Article by Brooke C
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Performing Arts News
Charlie and The Chocolate Factory
Charlie and The Chocolate Factory
Rehearsals are well underway with
singing, dancing and acting rehearsals
coming to life. Our set and prop teams
are creating some magical pieces that
will feature in our performances
coming up in October. Some of our
high school students helped out at our
primary school rehearsal this week.
Tickets are now live on Flexi Schools
available for purchase

Dancefest
Transience & Permanence
Our 2022 Gold Creek School
dancefest crew are gearing up for
their performance on Tuesday
6th September at the Canberra
Theatre as part of AUSDANCE
ACT’s Youth Dance Festival. The
theme for this year’s event is
Transience & Permanence and
students are preparing a piece that
explores dance through the
decades. Tickets are available to
purchase through the Canberra
Theatre Website.

Performing Arts team

Gold Creek School

Phone: 6142 1300

Kelleway Ave, Nicholls, ACT, 2913
www.goldcreek.act.edu.au

Absences: 6142 1323

Info @goldcreek.act.edu.au

Senior Site Bites
Student Services
Boys Group

We would like to give a special shoutout to Zac from YEngage who will be taking up a new position within the
Education Directorate to promote academic and wellbeing outcomes for disadvantaged students. We wish
you the very best in your new role, you will be missed!
Here is Zac in action with our Boys’ Group…

Young Carers Group

Calling all Young Carers to join our Thursday morning catch up period 1 with Eva at Student Services.
Makerspace

Makerspace is on Monday afternoons after
school (from 3:00pm to 4:30pm) in SS01 at
the Senior Site. If you are interested, please
let Mrs Machen know in the Arts and Design
Staffroom or email me via
amelia.machen@ed.act.edu.au.

Makerspace
is on
Monday
afternoon.

At the Makerspace you can learn coding,
designing in 3D, designing for the laser
cutter or learning new skills using the
sewing machines. We encourage you to
explore your creativity and come and make
something with us.
If you want more information, please join
our Google Classroom: nhnc5lg

FREE

Gold Creek School

FUN
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Student STEM day at Australian National Drone Racing Championships Excursion
Our students really enjoyed their excursion to The AuFPVRA ( Drone Racing Championships.

They watched the excitement of FPV drone racing and met with
plenty of people from the Airforce, Army, and Industry learning
about the exciting careers in STEM.
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Education Perfect ANZ Science Championships
15th - 22nd August 2022
Gold Creek school is currently top of the leader board for ACT Schools, but not by much. I encourage
all students to log on to Education Perfect over the weekend and answer as many DASH questions as
possible. The competition closes at 4:00pm on Monday 22 August.

We can win this (again)!

Niels Hider – Head of Sciences.
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Based on the famous novel by Roald Dahl, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory features an original score
composed by Marc Shaiman with lyrics by Shaiman and Scott Wittman (Hairspray) and a book by
David Greig. The score also pays homage to the Leslie Bricusse/Anthony Newley score from the 1971
film with songs from the motion picture including ‘Candy Man’, ‘I've Got a Golden Ticket’, ‘Oompa
Loompa Song’, and ‘Pure Imagination’.
The world-famous Willy Wonka is opening the gates to his mysterious factory…but only to a lucky few.
Young Charlie Bucket and four other golden ticket winners will embark on a life-changing journey
through Wonka’s world of pure imagination including chocolate waterfalls, nutty squirrels and the great
glass elevator, all to be revealed by Wonka's army of curious Oompa-Loompas.
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is your golden ticket to producing a crowd-pleasing, outrageous
ensemble musical with plenty of delicious roles. Tickets are now available for you to purchase on
Flexischools. Performances on Monday 17th, Tuesday 18th & Wednesday 19th October in the
Senior Site Gym, Adults $15 & Students $5
Ruth Williams Drama/Dance Teacher
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eSafety webinars for ACT public school parents and carers
The Education Directorate’s eSafety team will be delivering webinars (repeated each term) for all ACT
public school parents and carers to learn more about eSafety and how they can best support their child
to develop eSafety knowledge and skills. Topics covered in the webinar include:
•

understanding eSafety issues impacting young people

•

hard to have conversations with your child

•

where to go and how to report when things go wrong

•

current trends and updates.

The webinars will be
held online from
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
for:
• secondary schools 30
August 2022
• primary schools on 1
September 2022.
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IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements
over the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so
the child can show it to the teacher before making their way to the
administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if
returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school
hours, your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing
disruptions during class time.

SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2
Email GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Senior Site:

6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.

School website and social media links

IMPORTANT REMINDER - MOBILE PHONE RULES
Don’t forget our rules for mobile phones; when students are in the buildings their
phones must be off and in their bags.
If you need to contact your child in an emergency please call the school direct on
6142 1300 and we will get the message to them.
For non-urgent messages you can send an SMS and students can check their phones
during breaks.
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Navigating your teen’s mental health webinars
Tuesday 6 Sept 7.00pm & Thursday 22 Sept 12.00pm
Breaking down depression- Thursday 8 Sept 12.30pm & Wednesday, 28 Sept 7.00pm
Register to one of these webinars to access evidence-based mental health education.
Visit the ‘free mental health webinars’ link, Upcoming mental health webinars - Black Dog Institute

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub services
provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are accessible via phone and
email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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