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Dear School Community
At Gold Creek School we are working towards three priorities in our school
improvement plan. They are:

Term 2
Week 9
24 June 2022

Dates to remember:
Calendar

Term 2

27 June
Makers Space
29 June
7/8 & 9/10 ACT Hockey
30 June
Year 9 YAM program
Kulture Break - Dance Nation
1 July
WS Awards Ceremony
(Senior Site Gym)
10.00am Senior
11.30am Junior
LAST DAY OF TERM

Check out the P&C website:
http://goldcreekschoolpandc.org
.au/
Follow us on twitter:
@GoldCreekSchool

Priority 1: Increasing connect to community
Priority 2: Ownership of learning through agency
Priority 3: Improve students’ achievement through personalised learning.
In this article I present personalised learning. Personalised learning is
tailoring learning for each student’s strengths, needs, and interests. In an
ideal world, teachers would set an individual goal for each student in each of
their classes and track their progress towards that goal. For true
personalised learning to occur, students need to take responsibility for their
learning and continually improve and develop their self-regulation skills.
Self-regulation skills are essential. Throughout their school years students
need to continually work to improve their social, emotional, motivational,
behavioural and academic self-regulation skills. This will ensure they are
effective learners and that they develop the skills for lifelong learning.
You will see the progress of your child’s self-regulation ability when you see
their reports and in particular how they tracked in their Approaches to
Learning (ATL). As an International Baccalaureate school we explicitly teach
up to five ATLs in our subject areas. These are Communication, Social, Selfmanagement, Research and Thinking skills. Each of these ATLs has sub
strands which can be found on our school website.
All teachers will be working to develop practices that promote personalised
learning. Some teachers at our school have also joined a University of
Canberra research project on Personalised Learning funded by the ACT
Directorate of Education. A team of researchers led by Dr Maya
Gunawardena and Dr Sitti Patahuddin from the faculty of Education are
collaborating with Gold Creek School. The researchers will be providing
professional development to all staff and coaching sessions for participating
teachers to implement personalised learning. UC researchers aim to increase
the effectiveness of the practice of personalised learning in ACT schools.
Our students will benefit from the project. The project aims to increase
equitable access to education. Students will be completing an anonymous
survey indicating their attitudes towards learning. This will assist the
research team in designing professional development for teachers.
If you have any questions about this project, please send me an email.
tamsyn.terry@ed.act.edu.au
Tamsyn Terry
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Student Services – Parental as Anything

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/parental-as-anything-with-maggie-dent/episodes
Semester 2, 2022 - 9/10 Electives
All year 9/10 students have been sent an email this morning with their Semester 2, 2022 elective
placements.
In finalising these electives please be aware that:
• Most students, who submitted preferences, have been given at least one of their 1st or 2nd preference
electives. If they have not got one of their 1st or 2nd preferences it most likely because this was a
popular choice, and the class is full. In particular, this applies to the Food and Woodwork Electives.
Priority in the food elective has been given to students who missed out in Semester 1. To
accommodate the large number of students wanting a design elective, an additional workshop
elective has been opened on G Line.
• If students did not respond to the “noreplyselectmysubject“ emails, (which were sent multiple times)
they have been placed in classes with space available.
If your child is concerned about their Semester 2, 9/10 elective placement, they can see Hilary in
Student Records (Front Office) during Break 1 or Break 2 before the end of term to register their
request for a review of their elective placement. These requests will be reviewed by the Janine Waters
before any changes are made.
If they are concerned about their Individuals and Societies elective, they can please see Mr Chand
before the end of term. If they are concerned about your Language and Literature Elective, they can
please see Ms Terry before the end of term.
Save the Date
Gold Creek School – Semester 1 Awards Ceremonies Friday, 1 July 2022



10.00am Senior Site Ceremony
11.30am Junior Site Ceremony

Both Ceremonies will be held in the Senior Site Gymnasium, with parent/family access from the sports
field carpark, Clarrie Hermes Dr.
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Advanced Outdoor Ed
Last week the Advanced Outdoor education class went to Wee Jasper for
a caving and abseiling camp. We all came prepared for cold weather,
however it wasn’t as cold as expected.
We had planned to arrive at school at 8:00am for an
8:30am departure, yet we were running a little bit
behind schedule and ended up leaving at around
8:50am. It was around a 1 and a half hour drive so
we arrived around 10:20 am. When we arrived at
our destination we unpacked the trailer and started
pitching our tents. Once camp was all set up we got our gear
ready and started walking up to where we abseiled the
‘Devil's Punchbowl’. The walk there was very long, muddy
and tiring, especially when holding ropes and abseiling
equipment. It was a 37 metre abseil down which ended in a
completely different environment from what it was up the top. We spent around 3 hours there and
then we started to make our way back to camp. When we got
back Macca sent us all on a hunt for sticks and fire wood to
make a fire. Then we all made our dinner and prepared
ourselves for a night time caving challenge. We made our way
through the bush and all sat down by the Enigma (puzzle) cave.
We got into groups of 3-5 and made our way into the small cave
with no head torches. Having lost our sense of sight, we had to
find our way out using other senses. The cave was muddy and
because of that it was very slippery, lots of people were kicked
in the face but it was all worth it for the great memories we
made. To wrap up the night we gathered around the fire and
made s ’mores.
On Friday we woke up at 7, got dressed and
started to cook breakfast. We then had to
get into our muddy jumpsuits and get
geared up for a big day of caving ahead of
us. We walked back up a steep, inclined,
muddy hill to get to our caving destination.
This cave was a lot bigger, however the
slippery ground still made it difficult to get
inside of. When we were inside we all sat
down and took our time to take in the beauty
of the cave. When we were all inside Macca took
us on a tour of the cave, it was sad to see that
people had graffitied the walls with inappropriate
messages and pictures. Aside from that, we saw
so many amazing rock formations and some
things even Macca didn’t expect to see. There
were a few challenges Macca set for us whilst in the cave, one of them being
‘The Rebirth’. You can see from some of the pictures that it was a really tight space in the wall. It was
something many of us thought we couldn’t do, but thanks to the support from our peers and teachers,
we all successfully completed the challenge.
Overall this camp was an awesome experience and I think the whole class tried something new. Lots of
people overcame some fears they had such as heights, the dark or tight places as we did activities
relating to all those things. We are really grateful to have this Outdoor education program at Gold
Creek and to be fortunate to go on camps like this.
We would like to thank Macca, Rhino and Miss Goodwin for taking and supervising us on this camp.
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Student Article
Going to school in the Netherlands.
Every kid knows how to ride a bike, or at least every kid in the Netherlands does. Kids learn to ride a
bicycle at the age of 3 or 4 and sometimes a t an even younger age. The bicycle is used to ride to the
shops, school, work, after school activities (for almost everything), let’s just say being saddle sore is
more than common. Going to school in Australia (if walking or riding) takes about 10 min with a few
hills and the constant need to change the gears, it is very different in Holland, and when it rains in
Australia , at least there is always the school bus or you can be picked up and/or dropped off by
parents, Well first things first, take the school bus and scratch that, there is no known thing as a
‘school bus’, buses sure but school buses, well that’s a different story. As for the car when it rains.
Yeah some kids take the car, but most kids, no, they ride.
Riding a bicycle in the Netherlands is long and tiring, starting and ending the day with a long bicycle
ride to and from school can be exhausting. While e-bikes and speed bikes are becoming more popular,
kids still need to ride about 30min at a fast pace in the same gear to get to school, this happens day in
and day out, in the rain, heat, snow, wind, you name it they bike it. When the wind is with you it can
help the track to school as it pushes you a little faster forward, but once the wind is against you? Well
let's just say it’s a tricky experience. I am just glad that there are no hills on the way to school,
because otherwise the whole biking experience would be
physically exhausting.
Another thing I found difficult in riding a bike to school was
that instead of riding to school on the left side on a
footpath, you ride on the right side. On the road. Yes you
ride on the road, you are not allowed to ride on highway, or
places without the special bike path on the road, you still
ride on the road, this was the thing that caught me most of
guard, as I have almost ridden into a car 3 times,
sometimes you are just riding your bike down the path and
then bam! A car passes you, that was terrifying, not my
greatest moment. On footpaths or special bike paths they
have this funny rule that if you are walking you walk on the
left but when riding you ride on the right, Why? I do not
know.
Marlies Wray (Year 9).

Arts and Design
Makerspace - every Monday from 3:00pm to 4:20pm in sg120
Makerspace will start Monday afternoons after school (from 3:00pm to 4:30pm) in SG120 at the
Senior Site. If you are interested, please let Mrs Machen know in the Arts and Design Staffroom or
email me via amelia.machen@ed.act.edu.au. At the Makerspace you can learn coding, designing in
3D, designing for the laser cutter or learning new skills using the sewing machines. We encourage
you to explore your creativity and come and make something with us.
If you want more information, please join our Google Classroom: nhnc5lg
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Holiday Program Opportunities - University of Canberra
Excellent holiday programs for our Creative students!!
University of Canberra are hosting a variety of holiday programs for year 9-10 students (majority of
programs are year 10 only).
The cost is range from free, $39 or $59. If you are interested, please come and see Mrs Machen in
the Arts and Design Staffroom.
Follow the link for more information.
https://www.canberra.edu.au/discover-fad
ICAS AND OTHER ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS ARE BACK!
ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence.
Students are assessed on their ability to apply classroom learning to new contexts, using higher
order thinking and problem-solving skills.
The assessments are based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to
demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level of knowledge. Our team of expert
academics develops new ICAS Assessments annually for each subject in every year level to
ensure an engaging and beneficial experience for all students.
ICAS Permission Note
Other Competition Permission notes
Please see Mrs Machen in Arts and Design Staffroom for a permission note
Kulture Break–
Kulture has started again this year with students in year 7 & 8 creating a dance themed around ‘The
Greatest Showman’ and 9 & 10 students creating a dance themed around “Step Up” Students are
excited to be working towards their performance at the end of term 2.
Kulture Break Performance Dance Nation
If anyone would like to come and support our students, here is the link to buy tickets:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/dance-nation-tickets-273900221937
It is at the National Convention Centre next Thursday night at 6:30pm.
It is such a fun night and I’m sure the kids would love to see you there!
Jen Goodwin
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School bus diversion Jabanungga Avenue route 28
Due to road works on Jabanungga Avenue Ngunnawal, diversions will be in place for route 28 from
Monday 27 June 2022 until further notice.
Bus stop 4904 (Jabanungga Avenue after 1st Bindugan Crescent) will be closed. Please proceed to
alternate temporary bus stop on Arrabri Street or bus stop 4865 (Burramarra Avenue before Kavangal
Circuit). Please refer to map.
Bus stop 4905 (Jabanungga Avenue after Yerradhang Street) will be closed. Please proceed to
alternate temporary bus stops on Arrabri Street or bus stop 4864 (Burramarra Avenue after
Jabanungga Avenue). Please refer to map.
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NAIDOC in the North

Artwork: Currents (mini 9) by Leah Brideson
NAIDOC in the North
2-9 July 2022
NAIDOC in the North is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture through story,
song, art dance and ceremony. It is held in Canberra, on the lands of the Ngunnawal People, and
welcomes people of all ages and backgrounds to learn from our local Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Community through workshops, performances, activities and entertainment.
In 2022, we’re spreading out the celebrations right across North Canberra, with intimate opportunities
to connect to country, community and culture right throughout NAIDOC Week.
Events can be accessed here: https://www.belcoarts.com.au/naidoc/
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IMPORTANT - PICKING STUDENTS UP EARLY?
To help reduce the number of interruptions in class time caused by runners or making announcements
over the PA, we ask parents wanting to pick children up early for appointments etc to provide a note so
the child can show it to the teacher before making their way to the
administration office to await pickup. Students must sign out and in if
returning after an appointment.
Where possible we ask that appointments are made outside school
hours, your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated in reducing
disruptions during class time.

SCHOOL APP & REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCES
Option 1
Using the school App allows you to report student absences, check the
school calendar, read newsletters and receive important information via sms
on your mobile phones (provided you allow push notifications). All this is
available through our school App!
Download the school App NOW, to help us keep in touch!
(Download from Apple Store or Google Play).
Option 2
Email GoldCreek.StudentSeniorAbsences@ed.act.edu.au
Option 3
The other option is by leaving a short message via our dedicated absence number:
Senior Site:

6142 1323

If using the number above, please leave a short message stating student name, year, PC
class and reason for absence eg. Late/Sick or Leave.

School website and social media links
IMPORTANT REMINDER - MOBILE PHONE RULES
Don’t forget our rules for mobile phones; when students are in the buildings their
phones must be off and in their bags.
If you need to contact your child in an emergency please call the school direct on
6142 1300 and we will get the message to them.
For non-urgent messages you can send an SMS and students can check their phones
during breaks.
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Did you know you can place an online lunch order
for your child via flexischools?
Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, providing 24/7
payment and ordering system that can be accessed from home,
work or a mobile device.
Visit flexischools at www.flexischools.com.au
or download the App.

Community Services

The guide at this link has been prepared by Volunteering ACT. Our Community Info Hub
services provide emergency relief, meal services, short stay accommodation, and are
accessible via phone and email.
Info Line 02 6248 7988 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday)
Email info@volunteeringact.org.au
Visit www.communityinfohub.org.au to find more community services in the Canberra Region.
You can contact Eva or Macca should you like more information: Eva.B.Gasiewicz@ed.act.edu.au or
Hamish.mcdonald@ed.act.edu.au
Other useful links
Community Service Directorate
Helpful Strategies for Carers
abc.net.au-should you step in when your child has a dispute
Anxiety and Returning to School video series for parents and carers
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