Information Literacy - What is it?

Information Literacy has been generally defined as an understanding and set of abilities enabling individuals to recognise when information is needed and have the capacity to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.
(CAUL, 2005)
An information literate person recognises when information is needed and can locate, access, evaluate and apply the information. They are able to build on previous knowledge, use a variety of resources, organise and assess new information and are self directed learners.

Information Literacy is a 6 stage process
Define
Defining the topic

What am I being asked to do?
What is my assignment about?
What are the main words and ideas I need to explore?

How much detail is required?

Locate

Locating your information - Where will I find the information I need?

What information do I have already?

What indexes, guides or search engines will help me?

How do I use these guides?

What key words will I look for?

Select

Selecting your information

Which information will I use?

How do I know if the information is recent, relevant, accurate or    biased?

How will I take notes?

How will I record the sources of information?

Organise

How can I best organise my information to solve my problem and complete my task

How will I organise my information?

What facts are still missing?

What can I leave out?

In what order should I put my facts?

Have I answered the question?

Create/ Present

How can I best present my solution?

In what form will I present my information?

What materials do I need for my presentation?

Is my presentation clear?

Does it answer the question?

Evaluate

How well did I complete my task?

How did I go?

Did I answer the question?

What did I learn about my topic?

What did I learn to do?

What would I do differently next time?
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