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Homework Guidelines Preschool to Year 10

RATIONALE

At Gold Creek School, we believe that homework is important to consolidate work covered in class and to establish good work or study habits in students. It is important to encourage reading for enjoyment throughout the child’s school years.
While parent help and encouragement is important, students need to do their own work.  As they move through Preschool, Primary, Middle and Senior High School years, students will take increasing responsibility for managing their time and organising their own work loads. In Senior High School students may not be set homework every night but instead be given longer term assignments, research and revision. They will need to allocate time each night to complete tasks on time.

Teachers will inform parents on information nights how they will share information about what and when homework is set. This may be through MyClasses, homework sheets or diaries.  The recommended times below generally apply to four or five week nights per week. In senior years, weekends may need to be included in the recommended times and students may wish to spend additional time to achieve well.
Homework should be enjoyable and achievable by the student. It needs to be balanced with sport, hobbies, music, play and family life. If homework turns into a battle of wills, is too easy or too hard, it is important to contact the class or subject teacher as early as possible.  If there are things happening at home which may have an impact on the student’s ability to complete homework, please let the teacher know and we can accommodate the particular circumstances.

Teachers will set homework using the following guidelines:

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Pre school

At Pre school we recognise that children learn through play and that this is in fact their work.  Therefore pre school students need plenty of opportunity for play at home and with a range of people. Reading stories to your child, talking with them and providing experiences will be the best preparation for their education in the future.

Kindergarten

Homework will include reading or being read to and may include informal games like ‘I Spy’, talking with family members and collecting things for school. 
Recommended time: 10 minutes per night.

Year 1

Homework will include reading and may include set literacy and numeracy activities. Recommended time: 15 minutes per night.

Year 2

Homework will include reading and set literacy and numeracy activities. 
Recommended time: 15 to 20 minutes per night.

Year 3

Homework will include reading and set literacy and numeracy activities. 
Recommended time: 20 minutes per night.

Year 4

Students need to continue reading. Homework will include set literacy, numeracy or Integrated Unit activities and may include preparation of talks or projects over time. Recommended time: 20 to 25 minutes per night.

Year 5

Students need to continue reading. Homework will include set literacy, numeracy or Integrated Unit activities and may include preparation of talks or projects over time. Recommended time: 25 minutes per night.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Year 6

Students need to read every night. Homework will include set literacy, numeracy or Integrated Unit activities and may include preparation of talks or projects over time. Some homework may be set by specialist teachers. Recommended time: 30 to 35 minutes per night.

Year 7

Students need to read every night. Homework will include set literacy, numeracy or Integrated Unit activities and may include preparation of talks or projects over time. Some homework will be set by specialist teachers. 
Recommended time: 40 minutes per night.

Year 8

Students need to read every night. Homework will include set literacy, numeracy or Integrated Unit activities and may include preparation of talks or projects over time. Some homework will be set by specialist teachers. 
Recommended time: 45 minutes per night.

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Year 9 
Homework will be set and expected regularly by teachers of core subjects – English, Maths, Science and SOSE (Studies of Science and the Environment). Pathway subject teachers will also set assignments and assessment tasks.  Students at year 9 and 10 are expected to manage their time so that work can be completed on time across a range of subjects. They are expected to undertake revision, research, complete unfinished class work and study for tests.
Students in Year 9 must prepare a long term project for exhibition to a panel of staff and community members across terms three and four.
Recommended time: 50 minutes per night.
Year 10

Homework will be set and expected regularly by teachers of core subjects – English, Maths, Science and SOSE (Studies of Science and the Environment). Pathway subject teachers will also set assignments and assessment tasks.  Students at year 9 and 10 are expected to manage their time so that work can be completed on time across a range of subjects. They are expected to undertake revision, research, complete unfinished class work and study for tests.
Students at year 10 are expected to display a high degree of autonomy and responsibility in relation to their homework in preparation for college or work.

Recommended time: 55 to 60 minutes.

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP

· Give encouragement and support

· Students do not concentrate well on an empty stomach, so have healthy snacks and water available

· Make sure students have a good night’s sleep so they are not too tired during or after school

· Provide quiet flat space to work.
· Hear reading or organise another family member to hear reading particularly in the early years.

· Minimise distractions while homework is being done. This means no TV, phone calls or messages, loud music.
· Monitor what students are doing on the computer.  Some activities may be homework related. Others like chat rooms and Facebook are not.
· Communicate with the teacher if there are problems or when things are working well.

· Have a reasonable dictionary and atlas available at home.

· In assignment or exhibition work, encourage students to re-read the topic and take a note of the due date.

· Balance homework with other important areas like sport, music and family events.







