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Dear Parents and Carers
At Gold Creek School, we are pleased to be able to offer the wide range of Pathways choices displayed in this booklet, for selection in 2012. Each course is of a high standard, in both a practical and academic sense, and we are sure your child will enjoy and appreciate the range available to them.

Please help your child to make their selections carefully, based on their academic pathways and special areas of interest. There will be very little room for change during the semester as class numbers are fixed and we also expect new enrolments. Careful Pathways choices can help lead your child to making informed, happier and healthier life choices, further study at the end of Year 10, to CIT or to work placements.

Finally, it is important that you understand that these courses can only be offered if we include a modest charge for the materials and resources students will use. Each course clearly states what the associated cost will be for that course and if we are unable to recoup these costs, we may only be able to offer theoretical classes, not practical, hands-on courses which the students truly enjoy. Course costs will be invoiced at the beginning of 2012.

Thank you for your support in this matter
Regards
Sue Jose
Principal

The Arts
Ceramics - to be offered in Semester 1 and 2 
Cost: $20
This course will discuss, explore and experiment with making objects of clay and firing them in a kiln. Students will have opportunities to work with coil, slab, and some other manual technique, such as the potter's wheel. Students will use various materials and techniques, such as sgraffito, slip or glaze to decorate and finish their products.
Music - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
This learning sequence focuses on providing students with opportunities to perform in a group and solo setting and develop skills and experiences on a chosen instrument.  It involves the practical application of theoretical and musicianship concepts to the music that they are creating, learning and performing. Students will spend their practical class time rehearsing a wide range of music from different genres such as Heavy Metal, Classical Music and Pop. 

Keyboard (Limit 16 students) (Music) to be offered in Semester 1
Cost: $20
Have you ever wanted to learn to play the piano but have been too afraid of the 88 keys on this beast? Then fear not! This subject will be taught in a safe and secure environment, where you will learn to tame the savage beast with music. Students will have the opportunity to learn and extend their skills on the keyboard (piano). Emphasis will be placed on practical skills and proper technique, but students will also widen their skills in musicianship, general knowledge and history of the piano. 

Glee Club - to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $20
Its time to put away that hairbrush and stop hiding in your bedroom imagining you are Katy Perry or Chad Kroger. If you fancy yourself a bit of a Diva then this subject is for you. Students will be taught different techniques in vocal singing, learn about different styles and genres as well as learning musicianship skills that will make you the best singer you can be. Are you willing to take that leap?

Photography - to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $20
This learning sequence focuses on darkroom techniques and composition using the camera. It includes photographic processes and the history of photography. Students will become familiar with the different photographic techniques such as developing black and white prints using alternative processes, colouring and using the camera to compose photographs. Students will look at the work of other photographers and develop their ability to respond to and critique work.  

Sculpture – to be offered in Semester 1
Costs: $20

This unit focuses on providing opportunities for students to learn and develop specific skills and language necessary to create and explain three-dimensional art works. Through their work, theoretical and practical, students will build critical, cultural and symbolic understanding in creating a sense of meaning and connectedness with themselves, others and the environment. 
Visual Arts – to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Costs: $20
This unit focuses on providing opportunities for students to realise their creative potential through the exploration and manipulation of the world of visual expression. Students will be introduced to the elements and principles of design. Students will gain knowledge of art through their work, both theoretical and practical. Students will build critical capacities in creating a sense of meaning and connectedness with oneself, others and the environment.

Enrolment in further semesters will provide opportunities for students to extend their creativity and abilities through individual major projects and portfolios.
The Humanities
Business Enterprise – to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $10
This unit is designed to introduce students to the theories and practicalities of running a small business and/or an e-business. Students study the entry level issues involved with both being a consumer and providing services to consumers (running a business). A theme explored after basic concepts have been mastered involves establishing a business/e-business of their choice including marketing their business products, forming partnerships, completing a business plan, arranging finance, the taxation system and managing a budget.
English as a Second Language (ESL) – This is a two semester unit
Costs: $10
ESL is for students, new to living within an English speaking culture, to develop competence in the English language. It includes speaking, listening, reading, writing, grammar and viewing activities. Students develop skills in writing for a variety of purposes such as journals, letters, film, book reviews, reports, essays as well as creative and analytical responses. They improve in critical thinking, understanding and vocabulary in their reading and viewing. Students develop confidence in oral presentations and interviews and will gain an appreciation of Australian culture and history. 

Creative Writing – to be offered in Semester 1 
Costs: $10
This learning sequence focuses on exploring many different writing forms including prose, poetry, dialogue and satire. This unit will include mini workshops, focusing on specific writing and drawing from personal as well as external stimulus to inform the writing. Students will develop a portfolio showcasing their best work throughout the semester as their main assessment item.

International traveller – to be offered in Semester 2 
Costs: $10
The world is an amazing place! Students will have the opportunity to test that statement by exploring the potential joys and pitfalls of international travel. They will use their prior knowledge of physical and political geography to explore other cultures, investigate the impact of tourism and identify the rights and responsibilities of being a traveller.  Students will ultimately be equipped to plan their ‘dream’ international trip.
Journalism - to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $10
This learning sequence focuses on providing students with opportunities to develop their understanding of, and ability to implement and practise, the skills required in the creation and publication of printed media texts. Students will explore a variety of writing styles, techniques, text types and printed media publications. They will develop skills in using resources effectively, writing and editing texts, meeting reader expectations, and desktop publishing. This course is suited to students who love both creative and formal writing and who are organised and able to work to deadlines. Students in Journalism will be responsible for the publication of major school publications such as the School Magazine, Year 10 Farewell book, the School Year Book and other initiatives.
LOL - Learning Outstanding Leadership - to be offered in Semester 1 
Costs: $20 + camp costs
In this course students have the opportunity to develop their leadership abilities through a combination of theory based and practical activities. Students will explore a range of leadership styles and practices and will cover a range of topics including communication skills, team work, effective relationships, influencing others and leading group activities.  Students will participate in leading a number of projects within the school and community and will get the opportunity to attend a student leadership camp. 

Law and Society - to be offered in Semester 1 
Cost: $10
This learning sequence focuses on the Australian legal system and the place of law in Australia’s social, political, economic and cultural life. Students will be introduced to both the criminal and civil law. They will examine two developing areas in the legal system, sports law and the law relating to technology. Research, analysing and interpreting issues and expressing points of views in writing are major components of this course.
Year 9 & 10 – Individual Study Pathway to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $10
This unit caters for Gifted and Talented students to pursue research projects outside of their main subject areas. The unit will be linked to students’ Individual Learning Programs and will allow extra time for pursuing a burning interest individually or possibly in a small group. 

Examples of possible directions:

· Astronomy 

· Scientific Investigation and Research 

· Mathematical Investigation and Research 

· Literary Study 

· Historical Study 

· Philosophical Thought 

This will be assessed by a final submission of the research paper accompanied by an oral presentation to the class and others. There may also be opportunities to network with tertiary or secondary college staff.

Film Studies – to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $10
Films are the looking glass of our culture, the way we examine our selves, our past and our future.  Film allows our imaginations to create, to instruct, to protest and to entertain.  By examining this medium more closely, by understanding the subtle roles that filmmakers play in directing our consciousness, we are better able to understand ourselves and the world in which we live.

This course is for students who have a love of film, or who have been intrigued by it and wish to explore it further.

This course will examine the history of film-making and look specifically at various filmi genres. Students will analyse the techniques and visual styles of filmmakers and develop the craft of script writing and adaptation.
Military History – to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $15
War has been a constant feature of human history. War has been called the locomotive of history forcing changes in the world, for good or bad, since the beginning of recorded history. In this course we will explore the history of warfare from the very beginnings to the present day. We will look at the developments in the technology of war from primitive hand held weapons to the most sophisticated equipment. We will explore the tactics of war; what made some military leaders or armies successful while others struggled to do well. We will look at the reasons wars are fought and ask the question “is there such a thing as a just war?” The course will involve some reading and writing as well as class activities and discussions.

Debating – to be offered in Semester 1
Cost: $15
Gold Creek High School will now be offering debating as a pathway. The skills that our current debaters have taken from this past term of debating are significant and apparent across all of their subjects. Mr Blake and Miss Darmody will team teach this subject, using an ACT Debating Union suggested program and also hope to be employing a professional adjudicator to help judge school debates. The program will offer ample opportunities to debate with other schools, both during competitions and outside of competitions.

Science
Agriculture and the Environment – to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
Agriculture is the range of activities that produce food, fibre, and other plant and animal derivatives to meet the demands of society. It is the means of providing for the basic needs of humans. A new and practical approach to studying agriculture is through the examination of agricultural enterprises. These can be classified into broad groups, and are characterised by the production and sale, or services. The Agriculture elective is divided up into two enterprises: Egg production and Vegetable growing.

An important component of this course is how agriculture affects the environment both in the short and long term. Students will have the opportunity to learn about the interdependence of living things, their habitat and ecosystems and the effects of agriculture on these systems.

Psychology to be offered in Semester 1
This unit is offered as a pre-college taster for future study. Students will examine a range of topics (through both guided and independent study) including but not limited to: 

· Ethics of Psychological Research 
· Psychological theorists and theory 
· Structures and functions of the human brain 

· Social Psychology 
· Comparative Studies 
· Child psychology and development 

· Abnormal psychology 
Course content includes a combination of theory and limited practical research and experiments.

Robotics – to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
This course is aimed at introducing students to programming challenges using the LEGO Mindstorms RCX robotics kit. Working in groups, students should learn to build various robots and program them with a computer to move, react and make sounds in order to solve challenges. Students who excel in this unit should be able to demonstrate either originality or elegance in construction and programming. A research aspect will also be incorporated into this unit which will examine employment possibilities in careers related to robotics as well as the global developments in robotics in recent times.

Environment and sustainability - to be offered in Semester 1
Cost: $15

An important component of this course is how agriculture affects the environment both in the short and long term. Students will have the opportunity to learn about the interdependence of living things, their habitat and ecosystems and the effects of agriculture on these systems.

We are using the Earth’s resources and damaging the climate at an alarming rate - do you care? This pathway is designed to introduce students to global and local problems threatening the environment. Students will learn the science behind issues such as climate change, giving them knowledge to lead a sustainable life, and become activists for a greener world. The course provides a grounding in understanding current and future environmental challenges, and the role ethics and science have in providing solutions.

Technology
Food technology – to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
This learning sequence focuses on the exploration of a variety of skills and processes involved in baking. Students will be given the opportunity to select some recipes enabling them to bake various sweet and savoury dishes through an effective and safe use of relevant equipment. The theory component will cover raising agents and the effects of preparation and cooking on the major food items used in the recipes. During the semester students will be expected to utilise their research, design and practical skills to complete a portfolio.

Course costs cover the ingredients for the core recipes every student is required to cook. Students will need to bring their own ingredients for the major assignments which they will design and cost themselves.

Certificate 1 Information Technology - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost - $10
Year 10 students will be given priority for entry to this course. Only Year 10 students can receive the certificate. Year 9 students may apply subject to vacancies. Year 9 students will have the course recorded in their reports as for other subjects. Year 9 students may claim their certificate in Year 10 after sitting a test.

This subject aims to provide students with the following:

· A qualification in Information Technology

· An understanding of VET training packages and competency based assessment

· The opportunity to consolidate and develop their practical Information Technology skills

· Assisting students in preparing for college, career or study pathways

· An option for students in line with their pathways planning

Students will have the opportunity to complete the following competencies: 

· Operate a Personal Computer

· Operate a Word Processor

· Operate a Spreadsheet Application

· Operate a Database Application

· Operate a Presentation Package

· Send and retrieve information over the Internet using browsers and email.
Digital Imaging - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $10
This learning sequence focuses on developing both technical and artistic skills using computers as a creative tool to generate images. Digital art created in this course will be applied to electronic slide shows, web pages and hard copy prints. Students will work with Photoshop Elements 4 and other appropriate software. Ideas and projects will be developed in tutorials, class assignments and class critiques. Students will be encouraged to view a wide variety of digital art.
Hospitality - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
This unit enables students to follow key hygiene procedures that apply in Hospitality and to identify and prevent risks. They will follow health, safety and security procedures maintaining personal standards.  They will develop skills in the designing of recipes and menus, preparation of a variety of foods and the appraisal of the product and processes. Through research they will increase their knowledge of the Hospitality Industry. 

Course costs cover the ingredients for the core recipes every student is required to cook. Students will need to bring their own ingredients for the major assignments which they will design and cost themselves.

Metal Design - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
This, predominately ‘hands on’ unit focuses on developing and extending the individual skills, knowledge and experiences of student wishing to work and explore their abilities and interests in Metal Technology. Students will have the opportunity, through a number of practical exercises and safety tests, to work with tools (both hand held and fixed), materials and a range of processes to gain experience and produce artefacts from metal. Classes are diverse environments with all students welcome and individually catered for according to their abilities and experiences. 

Multimedia Studies - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $10
This learning sequence focuses on developing the skills necessary for working on a project related to Multimedia. Students will learn about Multimedia Systems and how to design user interfaces for games and information systems. The course includes practical and theoretical components. Student will have the opportunity to use software such as Macromedia Flash and other relevant multimedia software applications. 

Textiles and Design - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
Through a study of Textiles and Design students will explore a range of decorative and construction textile techniques such as dyeing, printing, silk painting, machine and hand embroidery, felting, weaving and knitting. Cultural aspects of design imagery will also be considered.  This knowledge will then be employed in a design project to showcase their knowledge of, and ability to use skills and techniques. The focus is on the use of textiles as a medium to produce objects, products and artworks.

Wood Design – to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $20
This course is a practical unit that focuses on developing and extending the individual skills, knowledge and experiences of student wishing to work and explore their abilities and interests in Wood Technology. Students will have opportunities, through a number of practical exercises and safety tests, to work with tools, materials and a range of processes to produce artefacts from timber. Processes will involve both hand tools and fixed machinery for marking out, cutting, shaping and finishing. Classes are diverse environments with all students welcome and individually catered for according to their abilities and experiences. 

Students who have previously completed a Wood Design course will have the opportunity to build on their experiences and to design, create and assess their own projects with staff direction and supervision. Students will have the opportunity to showcase their abilities to research and safely produce quality products.

Webpage Design - to be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2
Cost: $10
This learning sequence focuses on students developing their own website which complies with World Wide Web Consortium (w3c) standards. The course includes practical and theoretical components. Students will have the opportunity to learn what is involved in making a website; learn to write Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) and Cascade Style Sheet (CSS) code. Students will also have the opportunity to try software applications such as Dreamweaver and Flash.
Industrial Drawing and Construction [CADD] – to be offered in Semester 1 
Cost: $10
This learning sequence focuses on developing appropriate skills to generate creative solutions to challenging problems in the built environment. Students will develop skills in using the Caddsman computer application and use these skills to undertake a series of drawings to develop their ability to design and describe creative solutions to complex problems.

Architecture - to be offered in Semester 2

Cost: $10
This pathway will focus on introducing students to architecture and its practices. The students will study the theory, history, principles and practice of architecture. They will explore these concepts by creating drawings, making models and producing case studies.

Sport, Health and Physical Education

SHAPE
When choosing your pathways preferences please note that students are restricted to only one SHAPE unit per semester 
Bootcamp - to be offered in Semester 2
Cost:  $20 
This course is designed to develop the student’s mental and physical capacity for challenge and extreme physical fitness. Students will participate in individual and group fitness exercises designed to increase leadership skills and overall fitness to a high level. Only students who want to be pushed to their limits should apply to do this course. It will be extremely physically demanding and culminate in a two day camp aimed at giving the students an ultimate challenge. 
Sports Leadership - to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $15
This course is designed for those students wishing to develop skills in leadership. The course will focus on developing skills in the area of sports leadership and coaching across a variety of different sports. They will learn to develop programs and how to break down skills into teachable components. A key component of the course will be working closely with peers and teaching skills to younger students, for example at the Primary Site. Communication skills will be a large focus of the course. There will be the opportunity to participate in sports development and coaching courses
.
Fitness for Life 

Cost: $15 
This unit focuses on encouraging students to participate in activities for lifelong health and fitness. Students will participate in walking a variety of routes in the local community ranging in length and difficulty, as well as having experiences in leisure activities such as golf and aquatics. These sessions will provide an opportunity for students to participate in physical activity in a relaxed environment. Students will use map reading skills to follow assigned walking trails, ultimately leading to bushwalking activities and Treasure Hunts. The theory component of this course will include investigating the benefits of walking and maintaining personal fitness. There may be the opportunity to visit a gymnasium, or another negotiated leisure activity as an excursion. 

Outdoor Education 1

Cost: $15 + camp costs

This learning sequence focuses on students who want to partake in the basic components of outdoor education. The unit will cover activities such as team building, indoor rock climbing, basic caving, adventure bushwalking, camping, orienteering, camping and bush cooking. The course will follow the ‘leave no trace’ philosophy of outdoor education and students will learn how to co-exist, work and enjoy the outdoors with minimal impact. There will be the opportunity to participate in two major trips as part of the unit. The first will be a beach camp at the South Coast, where the students will participate in surfing, snorkelling and outdoor climbing. The second camp will be a bush camp at Wee Jasper, where the students will participate in caving, rock climbing, abseiling and bush cooking.
Weights and Circuits

Costs: $15

This course is designed to explore the different aspects of weight training, both in a theoretical and practical setting. It will explore the relationship between the various systems of the human body in relation to the promotion of fitness in an individual. Students will be given the opportunity to increase their fitness levels over the semester and how to plan and monitor a weight training program for an individual or group. Students will also learn the basic requirements for safety in weights and circuits environment.
Sports and Recreation - to be offered in Semester 2
Cost: $20 plus excursion costs
This unit focuses on encouraging students to participate in activities for lifelong health and fitness. Students will participate in a range of recreational activities such as golf, bowling, archery, orienteering, indoor rock climbing and aquatics. These sessions will provide an opportunity for students to participate in physical activity in a relaxed environment. The theory component of this course will include investigating the purpose and benefits of recreational activities within the community. There will be extra costs involved when visiting various recreational facilities within the Canberra area.
Outdoor Education 2

Cost: $15 + camp costs

This learning sequence focuses on students who want to partake in the basic components of outdoor education. The unit will cover activities such as team building, indoor rock climbing, basic caving, adventure bushwalking, camping, orienteering, camping and bush cooking. The course will follow the ‘leave no trace’ philosophy of outdoor education and students will learn how to co-exist, work and enjoy the outdoors with minimal impact. There will be the opportunity to participate in two major trips as part of the unit. The first will be a skiing excursion where the students will participate in skiing or snowboarding and will have the possibility of cross-country skiing. The second camp will be a bush camp at Bungonia where the students will participate in caving, camping and bush cooking.

The Languages
Students selecting a language in Year 9 and 10 are required to select that language in both semesters. Gold Creek High School will now be offering three language courses, Japanese, French and Indonesian, as a pathway. Learning to speak a Language Other Than English is increasingly important for effective participation in a globalised world. As the language courses grow, students might be given an opportunity to visit the countries to experience the real culture and to use their language skills.

Japanese This is a two semester unit
This learning sequence focuses on providing opportunities to immerse both traditional and modern Japanese culture and to develop communication skills in this language through a variety of activities. Speaking Japanese and understanding the culture can give you the advantage as a job skill and it is of benefit to the country especially in the areas of business and tourism. Through learning Japanese language, students will develop their cultural understanding of a unique culture and different lifestyle including traditional arts, historical heritage, martial arts, anime, delicious Japanese food, cool Japanese fashions and advanced technology. There is so much to learn about this fascinating country.  Possible excursion venues would be Japanese Embassy, Japanese restaurants and the immersion language centre in Sydney.
Indonesian This is a two semester unit
Indonesian, or bahasa Indonesia, is spoken by over 220 million people. It is the national language of Indonesia and is closely related to the Malay language. Indonesian is written in the same script as English and has consistent rules for grammar and pronunciation. Indonesia is one of Australia’s closest geographical neighbours and is a major economic partner. Indonesia is also a popular tourist destination, famous for the island of Bali. Choosing Indonesian as a pathway will give students the opportunity to further develop the understanding of Indonesian language and cultures.
The topics to be covered in Year 9 and 10 include:

· How do we play?- games, hobbies and recreation
· Idols- Who do we admire?
· Where is home?  
· How do we celebrate special days?

French This is a two semester unit
The French pathway will provide further opportunities for students to engage with French language.  Students will focus on developing and improving their oral and written fluency through studies of the various aspects of French culture alongside the programs offered through the Alliance Francaise and French Network.  Students will be required to commit to the whole year, and this will be an academically demanding subject.   

Please note that these courses can only run if enough students are enrolled.

Some practical courses have smaller class sizes, according to Occupational Health and Safety recommendations.
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