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Dear Parents and Carers

At Gold Creek School, we are please to be able to offer the wide range of Pathways choices displayed in this booklet, for selection in 2012. Each course is of a high standard, in both a practical and academic sense, and we are sure your child will enjoy and appreciate the range available to them.

Please help your child to make their selections carefully, based on their academic pathways and special areas of interest. There will be very little room for change during the semester as class numbers are fixed and we also expect new enrolments. Careful Pathways choices can help lead your child to happier, healthier life choices, further study at the end of Year 10, to CIT or to work placements.

Finally, it is important that you understand that these courses can only be offered if we include a modest charge for the materials and resources students will use. Each course clearly states what the associated cost will be for that course and if we are unable to recoup these costs, we may only be able to offer theoretical classes, not practical, hands-on courses which the students truly enjoy. Course costs will be invoiced at the beginning of 2012.

Thank you for your support in this matter.

Regards

Sue Jose

Principal

8 Photography

In this unit students will explore using cameras and the darkroom as a means of artistic expression and observation. Upon completion, students should possess the practical skills to produce expressive images and have an increased awareness of photography and its many uses.
Cost: $20 
8 Agriculture

Agriculture is the range of activities that produce food, fibre and other plant and animal derivatives to meet the demands of society. Throughout this course students will explore agriculture using practical activities and classroom lessons. Students will plant and tend to agricultural plants in the garden plot, study Australian agricultural enterprises and examine the science behind these activities.

Cost - $20 
8 Digital Media

This learning sequence focuses on developing both technical and artistic skills using computers as a creative tool to generate images.  Digital art created in this course will be applied to electronic slide shows and Microsoft Publisher documents. Students will work with Photoshop Elements 4 and other appropriate software.  Ideas and projects will be developed in tutorials, class assignments, and class tests. Students will be encouraged to view a wide variety of digital art.  
Cost: $10
8 Food Technology

This introductry unit will enable students to follow key hygiene procedures that apply in safe kitchen practices and to identify and prevent risks. They will follow health and safety procedures while maintaining personal standards. Students will develop skills in food preparation, cooking and planning menus. Through a theory unit and research they will increas their knowledge of  good nutrition and the value of healthy eating.

Cost: $20

8 Wood/Metal Technology

This course focuses on further developing students’ skills in wood and metal technology. Students will learn how to work safely with tools and equipment through a practical approach. They will have the opportunity to work with a range of processes and produce a number of artefacts out of wood and metal. Processes will mainly involve hand tools for marking out, cutting, shaping and finishing. Students will also have the opportunity to use the drill press, sanding machines and scroll saw in woodwork; as well as the metal lathe and drill press in metal work.

Cost: $20

8 Sculpture

This learning sequence focuses on introducing students to the Visual Arts through the understanding and manipulation of the basic elements and principles of Sculpture. This unit will give students opportunity to explore, develop and express their own relationships and responses to their world through investigating and experimenting with a variety of skills, techniques and materials.
Cost - $20 
8 Visual Art

This learning sequence focuses on introducing students to the Visual Arts through the understanding and manipulation of the basic elements and principles of design. This unit will also give students opportunity to explore, develop and express their own relationships and responses to their world through investigating and experimenting with the skills, techniques and materials introduced.

Cost: $20 
8 Music

During this subject, students will focus on either learning a new musical instrument or continuing with their musical instrument in a class setting. Emphasis will be placed on musicianship and composition using traditional compositional techniques and a more modern approach using technology eg. Garage Band. Students will be expected to perform three times during the semester. One of these performances must be an original composition. Students will be assessed on their class participation, written assignments including listening and composition tasks and performances.  

Cost: $20 
8 Languages
Languages will be chosen separately during the current yr 7 language classes

Language is a compulsory subject in Year 8 to enhance personal quality and develop cultural awareness within a diverse society. Students will select one language from Indonesian, French and Japanese for a year. 

The aim of the language course in Year 8 is to learn to communicate in the selected language. This involves speaking, listening, reading and writing. Students develop these skills through a variety of activities such as games, quizzes and role plays. 

The courses explore aspects of culture as well as everyday life. Through the cultural study, students develop intercultural understanding and learn to interact with the cultural practice of others.

Topics are;

French: travel, customs, fashion, cuisine, education, music, film, wether and conversation

Indonesian: greetings, numbers, family, time, daily routines

Japanese : family, pet, food, free time, sport, traditional toys, technology, anime

Cost: $20 
