[image: image8.wmf]
Pathways Course

Information Booklet

[image: image1.png]Building the Future Together



[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.png]



Semester 2 2009

[image: image2.png]Building the Future Together




Dear Parents ad Carers,

At Gold Creek School, we are please to be able to offer the wide range of Pathways choices displayed in this booklet, for selection in 2009. Each course is of a high standard, in both a practical and academic sense, and we are sure your child will enjoy and appreciate the range available to them.

Please help your child to make their selections carefully, based on their academic pathways and special areas of interest. There will be very little room for change during the semester as class numbers are fixed and we also expect new enrolments. Careful Pathways choices can help lead your child to further study at the end of Year 10, to CIT or to work placements.

Finally, it is important that you understand that these courses can only be offered if we include a modest charge for the materials and resources students will use. Each course clearly states what the associated cost will be for that course and if are unable to recoup these costs, we may only be able to offer theoretical classes, not practical, hands-on courses which the students truly enjoy. Course costs will be invoiced at the beginning of 2009.

Thank you for your support in this matter.

Regards,

Sue Jose

Principal
Once Only Courses

Journalism

Cost: $40

This learning sequence focuses on providing students with opportunities to develop their understanding of, and ability to implement and practise, the skills required in the creation and publication of printed media texts. Students will explore a variety of writing styles, techniques, text types and printed media publications. They will develop skills in using resources effectively, writing and editing texts, meeting reader expectations, and desktop publishing. This course is suited to students who love both creative and formal writing and who are organised and able to work to deadlines. Students in Journalism will be responsible for the publication of major school publications such as the School Magazine, Year 10 Farewell book, the School Year Book and other initiatives

Scientrific

Cost: $30

This learning sequence focuses on extending students understanding of scientific processes and skills. Students will be involved in devising and performing a series of experiments. The students will also have the opportunity to enter the CSIRO CREST awards and other science competitions. There will also be a focus on topical scientific issues. Students will have the chance to develop and discuss their opinions on topics such as climate change and stem cell research by critically analysing these topics portrayed in the media. The unit is aimed at extending students’ interest in science and further developing their scientific skills.

Economics

Cost: $?

Economic decisions affect many people, groups and nations. Economics has a significant role in our lives and this course provides a broad understanding of the issues and impacts of these decisions in Australian society.  
ICT Project Based Learning
Cost: $20
This learning sequence focuses on developing the skills necessary for working on a project related to Information Technology field. The course includes practical and theoretical components. Student will have the opportunity to learn about project management, Macromedia Flash and other relevant software applications

ICT Web Page Design

Cost:  $20

This learning sequence focuses on students developing their own website that complies with W3C standards. The course includes practical and theoretical components. Students will have the opportunity to learn what is involved in making a website; learn to write HTML and CSS code. Students will also have the opportunity to try software applications such as Dreamweaver.

Certificate 1 Information Technology (YEAR 10 ONLY)
Cost - $20

This subject will provide students in Year 10 with a Certificate 1 in Information Technology. Students will have the opportunity to complete the following competencies: 
· Operate a Personal Computer

· Operate a Word Processor

· Operate a Spreadsheet Application

· Operate a Database Application

· Operate a Presentation Package

· Send and retrieve information over the Internet using browsers and email.
NOTE: If you were in Year 9 last year and completed this course, you are eligible to do the subject again. But only if you were not in the subject in Semester 1 of 2009.
Business Enterprise

Cost: $30

This unit is designed to introduce students to the theories and practicalities of running a small business and/o an ebusiness. Students study the entry level issues involved with both being a consumer and providing services to consumers (running a business). A theme explored after basic concepts have been mastered involves establishing a business/eBusiness of their choice including marketing their business products, forming partnerships, completing a business plan, arranging finance, the taxation system and the stock market.

Money and Finance

Cost: $30

This learning sequence focuses on the world of work, consumers and the business environment. Students will be able to identify consumer rights and responsibilities. They will learn how to manage their personal finances wisely and how to deal with consumer and wok related problems. Students will also prepare for the world of work through completing resumes, writing applications and participating in mock interviews.

Law and Society

Cost: $30

This learning sequence focuses on the Australian legal system and the place of law in Australia’s social, political. Economic and cultural life. Students will be introduced to both the criminal and civil law. They will examine two developing areas in the legal system, sports law and the law relating to technology. Research, analysing and interpreting issues and expressing points of views in writing are major components of this course.

Senior Physical Education and Health

Compulsory Module 1 – Year 9

Cost: $20

This course is compulsory for all students in Years Nine. Students will have two PE and one Personal Health lesson every week for the entire semester. Students will participate in a variety of conventional and non-conventional sports both in teams and individually. The Health component was developed in line with the Health Promoting Schools Policy. It provides students with an appreciation and understanding of health related topics, including interpersonal relationships, human development, lifestyle issues/diseases, sexuality, mental health and nutrition. In addition, students explore issues dealing with their physical health and fitness. 
Senior Physical Education and Health

Compulsory Module 2 – Year 10

Cost: $20

This course is compulsory for all students in Years Ten. Students will have two PE and one Personal Health lesson every week for the entire semester. Students will participate in a variety of conventional and non-conventional sports both in teams and individually. The Health component was developed in line with the Health Promoting Schools Policy. It provides students with an appreciation and understanding of health related topics, including interpersonal relationships, human development, lifestyle issues/diseases, sexuality, mental health and nutrition. In addition, students explore issues dealing with their physical health and fitness. 
Sports Leadership

Cost: $20

This course is designed for those students wishing to develop skills in leadership. The course will focus on developing skills in the area of sports leadership and coaching across a variety of different sports. They will learn to develop programs and how to break down skills into teachable components. A key component of the course will be working closely with pees and teaching skills to younger students, for example at the Primary Site. Communication skills will be a large focus of the course. There will be the opportunity to participate in sports development and coaching courses.
Photography
Cost: $50
This learning sequence focuses on camera and darkroom techniques and includes photographic processes and the history of photography. Students will become familiar with the different photographic techniques such as creating a pinhole camera, using a 35mm camera to compose photographs, and developing black and white prints from negatives. Included are alternative processes and colouring.  
Other Courses

Agriculture

Cost: $30

Agriculture is the range of activities that produce food, fibre, and other plant and animal derivatives to meet the demands of society. It is the means of providing for the basic needs of humans. A new and practical approach to studying agriculture is through the examination of agricultural enterprises. These can be classified into broad groups, and are characterised by the production and sale, or services. The Agriculture elective is divided up into two enterprises: Egg production and Vegetable growing.

Visual Art

Cost: $30

This unit focuses on providing opportunities for students to develop their skills of observation and to experiment with a range of media and techniques both 2 and 3 dimensional. Through their work, theoretical and practical, students will develop critical thinking skills and an understanding of a range of techniques and processes necessary for the creation of artworks.
Baking

Cost: $50

This learning sequence focuses on the exploration of a variety of skills and processes involved in baking. Students will be given the opportunity to select some recipes enabling them to bake various sweet and savoury dishes through an effective and safe use of relevant equipment. The theory component will cover raising agents, the effect of preparation and cooking on the major food items used in the recipes. During the semester students will be expected to utilise their research, design and practical skills to complete a Recipe Development Assignment.

CADD

Cost: $20

This learning sequence focuses on developing appropriate skills to generate creative solutions to challenging problems in the built environment. Students will develop skills in using the Caddsman computer application and use these skills to undertake a series of drawings to develop their ability to design and describe creative solutions to complex problems.

Dance and Human Movement

Cost: $25

This learning sequence focuses on engaging in the art of creating, performing and teaching dance with, and to their peer group. Initially students will learn about safe dance practices and will then progress to basic dance choreography through workshops with ‘Kulture Break’ and small group performances. An emphasis on core stability and stretching through Pilates will ensure students learn the importance of muscle flexibility and its relationship to Dance. Students will have the opportunity to perform at major Dance events in the ACT during the semester and teach their peers in any Dance style they are competent in. 

Outdoor Education 

Cost: $50 + camp costs

This learning sequence focuses on students who want to partake in the basic components of outdoor education. The unit will cover activities such as Team Building, Indoor Rock Climbing, Basic Caving, Adventure Bushwalking., Camping, Orienteering, Camping and Bush Cooking. The course will follow the ‘leave no trace’ philosophy of outdoor education and students will learn how to co-exist, wok and enjoy the outdoors with minimal impact. There will be the opportunity to participate in two major trips as part of the unit. The first will be a beach camp at the South Coast, where the students will participate in Surfing, Snorkelling and Outdoor Climbing. The second camp will be a bush camp at Wee Jasper, where the students will participate in Caving, Rock Climbing, Abseiling and Bush Cooking.

Wood Design

Cost: $50

This course is a practical unit that focuses upon developing and extending the individual skills, knowledge and experiences of student wishing to work and explore their abilities and interests in Wood Technology. Students will have opportunities, through a number of practical exercises and safety tests, to work with tools, materials and a range of processes to produce artefacts from timber. Processes will involve both hand tools and fixed machinery for marking out, cutting, shaping and finishing. Classes are diverse environments with all students welcome and individually catered for according to their abilities, experiences and desire to learn. 

Active Girls

Cost: $20 + camp costs

This course is designed to equip female students with the self-esteem tools to cope with life in the future. The emphasis will be on gym work and nutrition advice aimed at boosting bone density and iron level in teenagers. Students will have the opportunity to plan and teach a variety of physical and leisure activities and assess lessons presented by their peers. Students will also attend a two or three day camp either at the snow or the coast during the course to put their theoretical knowledge into practical content.

Fitness for Boys

Cost: $20 + camp costs

This course is designed to enable males students to develop their personal fitness, team and sports skills in a single gender environment. They will participate in a range of individual and team sports as well as developing their own personal fitness programs. The students will have the opportunity to attend a two day camp to further their leadership and group socialisation skills

Bootcamp for Boys

Cost:  $30 + camp costs

This course is designed to develop the student’s mental and physical capacity for challenge and extreme physical fitness. Students will participate in individual and group fitness exercises designed to increase leadership skills and overall fitness on a high level. Only students who want to be pushed to their limits should apply to do this course. It will be extremely physically demanding and culminate in a two day camp aimed to give the students an ultimate challenge. Bootcamp boys will be combined with bootcamp girls one lesson a week.
Bootcamp for Girls

Cost:  $30 + camp costs

This course is designed to develop the student’s mental and physical capacity for challenge and extreme physical fitness. Students will participate in individual and group fitness exercises designed to increase leadership skills and overall fitness on a high level. Only students who want to be pushed to their limits should apply to do this course. It will be extremely physically demanding and culminate in a two day camp aimed to give the students an ultimate challenge.  Bootcamp girls will be combined with bootcamp boys one lesson per week. 
English as a Second Language (ESL)

No Course Fee

ESL is for students to develop competence in the English language. It includes speaking, listening, reading, writing, grammar and viewing activities. Students develop skills in writing fo a variety of purposes such as journal letters, film, book reviews, reports, essays as well as creative and analytical responses. They improve in critical thinking, understanding and vocabulary in their reading and viewing. Students develop confidence in oral presentations and interviews and will gain an appreciation of Australian culture and history. 

Hospitality

Cost: $80

This unit enables students to follow key hygiene procedures that apply in Hospitality and to identify and prevent risks. They will follow health, safety and security procedures maintaining personal standards.  They will develop skills in the designing of recipes and menus, preparation of a variety of foods and the appraisal of the product and processes. Through research they will increase their knowledge of the Hospitality Industry. 

Metal Design

Cost: $50

This, predominately ‘hands on’, unit focuses on developing and extending the individual skills, knowledge and experiences of student wishing to wok and explore their abilities and interests in Metal Technology. Students will have the opportunity, through a number of practical exercises and safety tests, to work with tools (both hand held and fixed)., materials and a range of processes to gain experience and produce artefacts from Metal. Classes are diverse environments with all students welcome and individually catered for according to their abilities, experiences and desire to learn. 

Textiles and Design
Cost: $40

Through a study of Textiles and Design students will explore a range of decorative textile techniques including dyeing, printing, silk painting, machine and hand embroidery. Cultural aspects of design imagery will also be considered.  This knowledge will then be employed in a design project to showcase their knowledge of, and ability to use skills and techniques. The focus is on the use of textiles as a media to produce objects, products and artworks.

Music

Cost: $40
This learning sequence focuses on furthering the students’ knowledge and skills of music. Students will develop performance skills and will perform three times throughout the semester in small groups or individually. All students will be expected to perform either on an instrument, as negotiated with the teacher, or to sing. Students will be given the choice to focus and explore the music that they are interested in. Students will also be required to complete essay and theory assignments. Throughout the unit students will complete theory work appropriate to their ability level. 
Drama (Production)

Cost: $40
This learning sequence will focus specifically on learning the practical components of presenting a performance for a paying audience. Students will be provided with opportunities to learn how to rig and plot lights, sound, set and costume, and will also explore roles on stage. With a heavy emphasis on producing full theatrical performances, students will be expected to rotate through all of the backstage and front of house roles for their own experience, and then specialise in one area to produce a studio production for a paying audience. There will also be the opportunity to present an Assembly performance and some form of lunchtime theatre. This unit will encourage exploration and creation using any period of theatre as a starting point, and also give the opportunity to intensively work a script through a rehearsal to performance. 
Drama (Comedy)

New Course offered

Being a Guy

New Course offered

Weights and Circuits

Costs: $35

This course is designed to explore the different aspects of weight training, both in a theoretical and practical setting. It will explore the relationship between the various systems of the human body in relation to the promotion of fitness in an individual. Students will be given the opportunity to increase their fitness levels over the semester and how to plan and monitor a weight training program for an individual or group. Students will also learn the basic requirements for safety in weights and circuits environment. 
