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Student Services

Here at Gold Creek we provide an alternative model to the traditional welfare team, by providing a holistic approach to Student Support. The Student Services team operate a range of services to support students and families, to help remove the barriers to learning.
The team includes;

Pastoral Care Coordinator (Executive Teacher)
School Counsellor

Youth Support Worker

Special Needs Executive Teacher

Case Management Executive

Deputy Principals of both the Middle and Senior Schools

Careers and Work Experience Teacher

Chaplain

This holistic approach recognises that the provision of student services often involves teaching and welfare professionals from different delivery areas, rather than just providing pastoral care that takes a single track. The team has adopted a ‘systems’ approach that brings together careers and work experience, the school counsellors, youth worker, special needs, pastoral care executive teacher and the deputy principals of both the Middle and Senior Schools located in one dedicated Student Services area. The team offers counselling and mediation as well as actively pursuing ways to further develop the school’s links with the Gungahlin Community including the Gungahlin Youth Centre, Gungahlin Police and agencies to ensure students and family are supported.

To complement this innovative model, Gold Creek School supported its implementation with a whole school (K-10) social and emotional learning (SEL) program across the school aimed at explicitly teaching and modelling social and emotional skills and developing empathy and acceptance.

Student Services model also supports the embedding of restorative practices across the school as a practice and in repairing the harm to relationships that occurs after incidents occur as well as the use of circle time in classrooms as a pedagogical tool in debriefing, curriculum delivery and building relationships.
The role of Student Services is a proactive one in terms of providing support to students and linking them with appropriate agencies and programs, whilst this is related to behaviour management, behaviour management is not the role of Student Services and we have Year Coordinators, Executive Teachers and Deputies to work with students, staff and parents within our processes and structures to manage behaviour.

Students and families can seek support from Student Services by contacting the front office on 62051814 or by sending an email to studentsupport@goldcreek.act.edu.au 
Co-Curricular/Extra-Curricular Activity

Students are engaged in a range of programs and activities

Lunchtime

At lunchtime students have a range of activities to choose from:

· The library is open each day where computers are available for use. Selected board games are available

· Sporting equipment can be borrowed for lunchtime usage. Our facilities include tennis courts, basketball and netball courts, grassed area, playing fields/ovals, covered hard surface areas for handball
· The Reading Room (Senior Site) is open each day from 1:10pm

· Arts meetings and practice sessions (e.g. dance, music, visual arts, performance)

· Sport team tryouts and training sessions

· Debating practice and meetings

· Special events in the gym are periodically organised e.g. sporting, SRC fundraising events, etc

Excursions

At times teachers may wish to take students out of the school so that students can experience activities which will assist them in their learning. Excursions are excellent ways of making class work more meaningful. As these outings are considered important for student learning all students are expected to attend. If for some reason a student is not able to go on the excursion a note is required. If students are not permitted to attend, alternative arrangements will be made for them at school.

Unless otherwise instructed, students must wear school uniform on all outings away from the school.

School Assemblies

School assemblies are held fortnightly

· Primary Site assemblies are held on alternate Wednesdays from 12:30pm

· Senior Site assemblies (Years 6-10) are held on alternate Wednesdays from 12:30pm

· Mention special whole school assemblies here

Student Representative Council

Each site has an SRC. At both Sites, classes elect a representative, a councillor, who meets with the coordinating teacher and SRC Executive each week to discuss school business. Councillors raise issues from their class’s class meetings, then report back from Council to their class. A general report from SRC Chairs is also given at the Assembly, at Board Meetings, and in the Newsletter. SRC representatives run assemblies and various SRC fundraising functions.
Sport ~ Primary Site

Comprehensive sport instruction across the school is part of the weekly programme. Students have the opportunity to be members of campus sport teams with Holy Spirit School. Major sporting carnivals are conducted with Holy Spirit School e.g. swimming, athletics, cross-country.

Sport ~ Senior Site

We have sporting houses across year levels based on home rooms. Students are involved in three carnivals throughout the year – swimming, athletics and cross-country. Apart from these we have sporting teams which play in local competitions. These may be one-day events or after school matches.

Competitions

Students have the opportunity to involve themselves in a wide range of competitions available to students. In the Middle School all students are involved in the English, Maths and Science competitions. Other competitions including Poetry, Computing and Writing are optional. Details of competitions are advised in the Daily Notices and we have a competition coordinator at each site.

Gold Creek Primary Site: Preschool – Year 5

Gold Creek Primary Sit caters for students from preschool through to Year 5. Students work in modern, comfortable, flexible-space classrooms while preschool students are accommodated in a purpose built facility adjacent to the Primary Site.

Gold creek offers an integrated curriculum drawing learning tasks from all Key Learning Areas. This enables students to make connections between subject areas, making learning more meaningful and relevant. Students are taught specific skills through individualised programs in Literacy, Numeracy and Information & Computing Technologies.

A unique feature of the Primary Site is that it is a shared facilities school with Holy Spirit School. The two schools share a library, gymnasium, playing fields and canteen. Children from both schools play together and have the opportunity of doing many activities together. There are many advantages for all our students and teachers in working in this cooperative, sharing environment. A real advantage of sharing with Holy Spirit is that all of our students have access to magnificent library and sporting facilities.
Gold Creek Middle School: Years 6-8
The Middle School is student-centred and it fosters collaboration and team-building between teachers and students. In our Middle School, students are assigned to a home class in which they will have many of their lessons. In general, students have a homeroom teacher as well as a number of specialist teachers which gradually increases over the middle years and into senior school.

Year 6 students are predominately in Homerooms with a specialist Science and PE teacher, as well as access to Pathways courses (Language-Indonesian, Wood/Metal, Art, Music, Drama and Cooking) which are chosen.

This model allows teachers to know and teach students well. This strong relationship has beneficial results for student learning, teacher planning, and class management.
Our Middle School is built upon a teams based approach rather than a faculty model. Teachers work in a year level team (e.g. Year 7 team) with other teachers across all subject areas. They plan and develop curriculum together to best meet the needs of their student cohort. Students are engaged and motivated in their learning when the learning is relevant to them.

As many 11 and 12 year olds now enter puberty, our Middle School program commences at Year 6. Our Middle School program is based on the ACT Curriculum Framework using essential learning achievements with NSW Curriculum used as a resource. ICT is embedded across all areas of the curriculum.

Middle Schooling is a logical and meaningful transition program between Primary School and the Senior High School years (Years 9-10).

Gold Creek Senior School: Years 9-10

Gold Creek School’s Year 9 and 10 students program is more subject/faculty orientated than the Middle School program. The students come into contact with a wider range of teachers, and they have a core and an elective program. A distinctive feature of Gold Creek School’s Year 9 and 10 classes is that they each have a home room. Their timetable is a transition from the Middle School program and is designed to prepare students for college (Years 11 and 12) and/or the workplace environment.

Senior students undertake four hours of study in each of the core subjects of Mathematics, English, Science and Studies of Society and the Environment (SOSE).They have three, four-hour electives which are called Pathways. These are drawn from the areas of the arts, technology, health, physical education, information technology, vocational learning and community/tutoring programs. Health and physical education are compulsory.

School Hours

The school day is broken up into the following sessions:

Primary Site: Kindergarten to Year 5

All students are expected to have arrived at school by 8:55am when the bell rings.

8:55am - 11:00am

Morning session

11:00am - 11:40am
Recess

11:40am - 1:10pm

Middle session

1:10pm - 1:20pm

Eating lunch

1:20pm - 2:00pm

Lunch break

2:00pm - 3:00pm

Afternoon session

Middle School: Years 6-8

All students are expected to have arrived at school by 8:50am when the bell rings.

8:50am – 11:00am

Morning session

11:00am – 11:40am
Break 1

11:40am – 1:00pm

Middle session

1:00pm – 1:40pm

Break 2

1:40pm – 3:00pm

Afternoon session

Senior School: Years 9-10

All students are expected to have arrived at school by 8:50am when the bell rings.

8:50am – 11:00am

Morning session

11:00am – 11:40am
Break 1

11:40am – 1:00pm

Middle session

1:00pm – 1:40pm

Break 2

1:40pm – 3:00pm

Afternoon session

Arrival at School

· You should not arrive at school before 8:30am, as there is no staff supervision at this time on the school grounds.

· Late arrivals must sign in at Student Services / Front Office before they go to class. This applies at both sites.

· As part of the school’s attendance program, we ask parents/carers to contact the school’s absentee line before 9:30am if your child will be absent. (Senior site – 6205 1792), (Primary site – 6205 5737). Unexplained absences will be followed up with either a phone call home /sending an SMS message  
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