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16 December Volume 17, Issue 12 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

This term is the busiest one in the academic year.  I believe there is a popular belief that school in term 4 is all 
about celebrating and winding down, however this is not the case at Gold Creek!. Not only do reports have to be 
written, but strategic planning has to be completed for 2015, School Board reports written from an evidence based 
perspective, staffing has to be organised and class lists compiled, so needless to say that many of us have been 
well and truly burning the ‘midnight oil’! 

I would like to congratulate every one of our preschool, year 6 and year 10 students who have successfully 
completed another stage of their education.  It was absolutely wonderful to see so many of our senior students 
graduating with either a ‘distinction’ or ‘high distinction’, these awards having been based on effort and 
participation in school life rather than on academic achievement. 

This is the first time ever that we have had a year 6 graduation ceremony.  I believe that the move from the 
senior site to the junior campus has been very well received and this feeling has been expressed by a great 
number of parents.  The junior school team organised a wonderful celebration and disco last night to formally 
farewell students. 

As with all schools, there is always a fair movement of staff at the end of an academic year.  We have a number of 
staff leaving our junior school and I would like to formally thank Neelam Rikhi, Mimma Giampietro, Jo Parry and 
Marilyn Whyte for the hard work, dedication and support they have given Gold Creek over a number of years.  I 
would like to also acknowledge the significant contributions made by Alexis Adams and Simone Le Lievre who have 
worked collaboratively towards helping build a strong English faculty.  Sigi Kropp and Glenda Websdale left the 
school earlier in the year and I wish to mention once again the contributions both school leaders have made to 
making Gold Creek such a happy workplace. No school would be complete without the employment of contract 
staff and I would like to thank Susan Hughes, Sally Parker and Mefi Misa who have filled in on a temporary basis 
this year. 

I would like to give a special mention to Grant Haigh who has acted as Associate Principal this year.  I am 
delighted to inform you that Grant has won a permanent promotion in his home town of Goulburn but am 
saddened that we are losing an outstanding teacher and senior leader.  I would like to wish him all the best in his 
new position. 

I look forward to working with you all again next year and wish you all a safe and happy festive season and 
summer holiday.  I am heading back to Scotland for some freezing, wet, dark and miserable weather! 

Kind Regards, 

  
Linda Baird 
Principal 
 
 

 
PRINCIPAL: Linda Baird                    Board Chair: David Vernon david@davidvernon.net    
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL: Priscilla Wray                                    Parent Members: Leona Anton leona.anton@ed.act.edu.au 
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL: Brenda Ryan                     P&C President: Michael Rush mikentan@netspeed.com.au                          
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL: Kate Stuckey                     
info@goldcreek.act.edu.au 
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CALENDAR DATES 
 

GOLD CREEK SCHOOL CALENDAR - TERM 1 2015 
 

JS – Junior Site      HS – Holy Spirit     SS – Senior Site     NPS – Nicholls P     HPS – Hall Preschool 
Week Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat/ 

Sun 
Week 1 
Feb  

2 
New Students, 
Year 7, Kindy and 
Pre-school 
begin school 
 

3 
All students 
return 
SS Assembly 

4 5 6 
JS Assembly, 
9am. 
 
 

7/8 

Week 2  
Feb 

9 10 
Board Meeting, 
3.30pm-6.30pm 

11 12 13 
JS Assembly, 
9am. 
 Yr 7-10 
Assembly/Yr 
Meetings, 9am. 
 

14/15 

 
 
 

 

Order your child’s school supplies today. 
 
We all know how busy it can be getting organised for the new year. And with 2015 fast approaching, it’s time to 
start thinking about Back to School. 
 
Your school has already given us their recommended list for next year. This is now loaded to 
officemaxschools.com.au, so all you need to do is view the list, make any changes you’d like for your child and 
order away. And, if you’re ordering for multiple children with delivery direct to your door, you can place 
their orders at the same time and pay only one fee. So why not visit officemaxschools.com.au and get it 
done now? 
 
There are some terrific incentives to get your order in before 19 December 2014: 

• You’ll go in the draw to win 1 of 75 $100 Visa Debit Cards 
• You’ll only pay $8.95 for delivery; a discount of over 50%! 

 
Plus for every dollar you spend, your child’s school benefits by receiving a proportion of the value which they can 
invest back into the classroom. 
 
The more orders we receive, the more your school benefits, so share this email with other parents and get your 
own order in today. 
 
Happy ordering! 
  

https://www.officemaxschools.com.au/default.aspx
https://www.officemaxschools.com.au/default.aspx
https://www.officemaxschools.com.au/default.aspx
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WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Dear Staff, Parents/Carers and Students 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Gold Creek School Staff, Parents and Students for 
their support and opportunity to work together in the various roles I have held at this school. I have 
enjoyed the past 7 years and will greatly miss the supportive staff. I am looking forward to taking up 
my next position as Assistant Principal in a NSW Catholic School. I wish everyone a safe and happy 
Christmas and all the best for the 2015 school year and beyond.  

Kind Regards 
Grant Haigh 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE WORDS OF WISDOM 
 
IB Learners are inquirers: 

“He who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; he who does not ask a question is a fool forever.” 
Chinese proverb 

PHILOSOTHONS 

Several weeks ago I was invited to Hale School in Perth to help judge a Philosothon competition. 
Twenty-eight Western Australian schools sent their best and brightest students to the 2014 Hale 
School Philosothon. These events encourage students to participate in 'Communities of Inquiry', 
investigating deep philosophical and ethical questions with rigour and clarity.  In preparing and 
participating in the event students have the opportunity to practice and develop higher order thinking 
and communication skills.  

While the Philosothon involves competition, it is not a debate. It honours the Socratic spirit of 
philosophy with its commitment to collaborative inquiry.  In their sessions together, students had the 
opportunity to explore a range of philosophical questions by thinking together in ways that are both 
critical and creative and at the same time cooperative and caring.  

At the end of the evening a magnificent trophy was awarded to the winning school, Scotch College and 
medals were awarded to various categories. All students received a certificate and a badge in honour 
of their selection to represent their school. 

The following link has more information about these events: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLmd7WdYq68 
 
Catherine Geraghty-Slavica 

GOLD CREEK SCHOOL SPORT SHIRTS 

Have a look at our new sport shirts, in house colours and corresponding house logo.  Please see the 
note at the back of this newsletter to place your order. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLmd7WdYq68
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JUNIOR SITE NEWS 

YEAR 5 NEWS - CAMP COOBA 

In Week 3 of this term all the Year 5’s were very lucky to go on camp. We were all excited as we 
arrived at school for an early 7:15am start.  We boarded the bus and we were off to Camp Cooba with 
a stop on the way to Lake Jindabyne for water activities. Unfortunately, the weather turned on us and 
it was miserably cold and windy so we got to go to camp earlier than expected. Over the 3 days away 
we participated in many fun activities that involved team work.   
 

    
Some of the students’ highlights from camp were: 
 

 “The Gladiator challenge was hard and tiring but was worth it in the end when we got to zoom 
down the water slide”. 

 “Team Manoeuvres was enjoyable and entertaining especially when the groups had to sing over 
the radio”. 

 “The flying fox was exhilarating and conquered lots of people’s fear of heights”. 
 “We got creative in where to hide our sticks during the bush games”.  
 “The buggies were really fast and many people went off course but it was cool that we all got 

our drivers licences”.  
 
We hope you enjoyed hearing our highlights and seeing what we got up to at camp Cooba.  We hope 
next year’s Year 5’s have as much fun as we did. Thanks to all the teachers for organising and coming 
with us on camp. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPORTS DAY 

The Governor General hosted a sports day at Government house on Friday 5 Dec 2014 for 20 students 
each, from various ACT primary schools. The day was brilliantly organised within the surrounds of 
Government house which was split up into 3 sections. The kids got to go wild for 45 minutes in each of 
the sections. The three sections had numerous activities in them, and on the day the kids got to 
participate in skills and drills in Rugby League, Hockey, Netball, Outward Bound obstacle course, 
Cricket, Volleyball, Athletics, Soccer, Australian Rules Football, Rugby Union, Jumping Castle and the 
list goes on. The kids were led through the events by qualified staff who were genuinely happy to have 
the kids there. There were lots of free give-aways, a BBQ lunch, jelly cups, lolly bags and to top it all 
off a visit from Santa Claus in a Navy helicopter. All of our students had a fabulous day and even got to 
have a photo with the Governor General himself. This was an extremely fun day, which we hope to 
have the opportunity to participate in again. 

Mr Mac 
 

ARTS NEWS 

Well what a great year for The Arts on the Junior Site. Inaugural programs began for Visual Arts 
Specialist classes (K-6), Music Specialist classes (K-6), Year 5 Brass Band Scholarships and Junior 
Band (Yr 2-6). There have been a spectacular number of new skills learnt from caricatures and Escher 
tessellations, how to mix shades of paint and what brush to use through to beginning to read music 
and learning to improvise in a group using African Djembes, Tuned Percussion, Voices and Beat 
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Boxing. There have been combined Band Excursions to share new skills with five other schools through 
to our whole Junior Site singing with over half a million other Australians to sing ‘Paint You a Song’ at 
the same time, with our Vocal Group participating in the podcast from The Great Hall at Parliament 
House. 

Special Thanks to all those parents and carers who have 
helped with excursions, supported home practise sessions 
and assisted students to get instruments to and from 
rehearsals and performances. We look forward to building on 
these programs in 2015 with both Years 5 and 6 having Band 
Scholarship programs, and expanded Junior Band program 
and having even more Community music events.  

Thanks again to all Gold Creek families and staff. 

Bev Job – Junior Arts Specialist 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES – Junior Site 
 

Our 24 hour dedicated absences phone number is 
6205 5737  

To report you child’s absence, please leave a short message stating their name, year, class group 
and reason for absence - Sick/Leave etc by 9:30am, any calls after this time should be reported to 
6205 2955. 
 
All absences must also be explained through a written format either via email info@goldcreek.act.edu.au or a note given to the 

class teacher upon return. 

 
 

SENIOR SITE NEWS 

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

The end of the year has approached us quickly with a number of major events taking place recently. 
Last Wednesday we held the Year 10 Formal/Graduation evening and it was lovely to see all of them 
dressed up and ready to tackle the next stage of their lives. The past week the students have been 
engaged in End of Year Activities which has provided them with opportunities to finish the year off 
successfully. We were fortunate enough to experience great weather for the pool day at Big Splash 
waterpark. Thank you to our activities coordinator and the PE Faculty for their organisation with these 
events.  

The management and executive team have been busy finalising class lists/electives for the 2015 school 
year. Other items have included course planning, unit outlines, school operational plan, tutor group 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) program. To ensure we are catering for the needs of all our students 
and after looking at all the results from students’ progress across their classes, one advanced class and 
four standard core classes for each year group will be on offer next year. This allows us to teach to the 
achievement standards as per the Australian Curriculum, maintain high expectations and offer quality 
extension for our advanced and standard students.  

Please ensure students have completed their Year 7 Language choices and Year 8 to 10 elective 
choices online via the schools website. Year 8, 9 & 10 Elective Booklet is also available on the website. 
All Year 7 students will start school on Monday, 2 February 2015 at 8:50am. Students will attend an 
assembly in the gymnasium and allocation of your classes will occur at this time. You will have the 
opportunity to meet with all of your subject teachers and finish at 3:00pm.  

mailto:info@goldcreek.act.edu.au
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All Year 8-10 students new to Gold Creek Senior Campus in 2015 that have not yet finalised their 
enrolment can do so by reporting to the Library on Monday, 2 February 2015 from 9:30am. Please 
ensure appropriate documentation (birth certificate, immunisation records, proof of address and most 
recent school report) is brought along. These students can then return home following completed 
enrolment and tour of the school. On Tuesday, 3 February 2015 all students from Years 7-10 are 
required at school for a welcome assembly at 8:50am. Students will spend the day in their tutor class. 
The tutor group teacher will work through the International Baccalaureate Learner Profile, course 
outlines and assessment schedule for the semester. Expectations of behaviour, class work, homework, 
uniform and the development of organisation skills including how to effectively use a diary.   

Book pack lists are available on our website. We encourage everyone to ensure they have downloaded 
our free school app from the Apple or Android equivalent stores to stay in touch with what is 
happening at Gold Creek School in 2015. If your child is leaving our school this year please ensure that 
they fill in a leavers form and notify us of the receiving school.  

We hope that you have a wonderful and safe holiday break. 

Kind Regards 
Leadership Team 
 

SECOND HAND TEXTBOOK SALES 

Math and Science textbook sales will continue tomorrow morning with available stock. The maths team 
will also continue to try to sell these for students in the first week of 2015. All books not sold or picked 
up will be donated to the school. Please contact Golden Gogia for further information if needed. 
 

WEX (WORK EXPERIENCE) 

WEX is a great opportunity for students to “try before they buy”. Students can go into a workplace and 
try that type of work. They get to experience a certain job to help them decide if that work is what 
they want to do for a career. This year we had 40 students, mainly from Year 10, go to the following 
job placements: electrician, teaching aide, animal worker, nursing, motor mechanic, clerical, 
hairdressing, childcare work, architecture, plastering, choreography, psychology, sports coaching, 
theatre assistant, special care assistant. 

Current Year 9 students please start thinking about where you would like to do Work Experience for 
2015. Also look out for information about Flexible Learning Option courses like hairdressing, sports 
coaching and motor mechanics. 

Sara Hillier 
WEX Coordinator 

 

 
STUDENT ABSENCES – Senior Site 

 
Our 24 hour dedicated absences phone number is 

6205 1792  
To report you child’s absence, please leave a short message stating their name, year, tutor group 
and reason for absence - Sick/Leave etc by 9:30am, any calls after this time should be reported to  
6205 1814. 
 
All absences must also be explained through a written format either via email info@goldcreek.act.edu.au or a note given to the 
tutor group teacher upon return. 

 

mailto:info@goldcreek.act.edu.au
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EXCURSION ACQUITTALS 
 
 

      Excursion Acquittal Form       
Name of Excursion: Gruffalo 

  
Date of Excursion: 25th September 

Ledger Account Code:  8017-000-00 
 

Business Manager: Kerry Lyttle 
Teacher-in-Charge: Belinda Brown 

    
  

Number of students attended: 45 
    

  
  

       
  

Income:         Expenditure:      
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

  Action Bus: $396.00   
Payments: $665.00 

  
  Actvity entry:  

 
$546.64   

Total Income: $665.00     Total Expenditure:  $942.64   
Result (+ or -) $277.64 

 
  

   
  

Refund amount per student:   ( Nil if less than $10 per student )   

               Excursion Acquittal Form       
Name of Excursion: Outdoor ED 

 
Date of Excursion: 11th-12th Sep 

Ledger Account Code: 8116-000-00 
 

Business Manager: Kerry Lyttle 
Teacher-in-Charge: Piper Quick 

    
  

Number of students attended: 21 
    

  
  

       
  

Income:         Expenditure:       
  

   
  

   
  

payments: $2,037.00 
  

  Staffing: $1,440.00 
 

  
  

   
  School Bus: $300.00 

 
  

  
   

  Accomodation: $113.80   
                  
Total Income: $2,037.00     Total Expenditure: $1,853.80   
Result (+ or -) $183.21 

 
  

   
  

Refund amount per student:   ( Nil if less than $10 per student )   

               Excursion Acquittal Form       
Name of Excursion: Judoroo 

  
Date of Excursion: 21/07/2014   

Ledger Account Code:           8029-000-00 
 

Business Manager: Kerry Lyttle 
Teacher-in-Charge: 

 
Cindy  

    
  

Number of students attended: 15 
    

  
  

       
  

Income:          Expenditure: $     
  

   
  

   
  

Payments: $195 
  

  
   

  
  

   
  Activty: $400 

 
  

P & C donation: $185.00 
 

  
   

  
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

  
   

  
                  
Total Income: $385.00     Total Expenditure: $400.00   
Result (+ or -) $15.00 

 
  

   
  

Refund amount per student:    ( Nil if less than $10 per student )   
 



8 | P a g e  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
GOLD CREEK P&C SPORTS UNIFORM ORDER FORM 

Student Name: ……………………………………………………………….       Student Class:……………………………………. 

Contact Phone Number: …………………………………………………        Email address:…………………………………………………….. 

House 
Name/Colour 

 
Surname KEY 

 EUCALYPTUS 
Green 

 
Surname: A-E 

BLUE 
GUM 
Blue 
F - Le 

WARATAH 
Red 

 
Lf - Ri 

WATTLE 
Yellow 

 
Rj - Z 

$ QTY TOTAL 
$ 

SHIRT Size     Cost   
Kids Sizes 4     20.00   

 6     20.00   
 8     20.00   
 10     20.00   
 12     20.00   
 14     20.00   

Men’s/ Adults 
Sizes 

S     20.00   

 M     20.00   
 L     20.00   
 XL     20.00   
 2XL     20.00   
 3XL     20.00   
 4XL     20.00   
 5XL     20.00   

Ladies Sizes 8     20.00   
 10     20.00   
 12     20.00   
 14     20.00   
 16     20.00   
 18     20.00   
 20     20.00   
 22     20.00   
 24     20.00   
TOTAL $         

Payment Options 

Cash Payment enclosed $......................  (Correct change please!)          

 OR    BSB Payment has been made on Date: ……………………………. 

Account Name: Integral Embroidery 

BSB: 062915    Acc: 1022 2554   $ …………………     

Reference: Surname / Shirt ………………………. 

This uniform is a P & C Initiative 

Discount available: Families will only pay  
$18.00 per shirt when ordering 3 or more shirts. 

Return order form to front office or email to: integral@dodo.com.au 
Price includes free delivery to school. 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:integral@dodo.com.au
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Did you know you can place a canteen 

order via Flexischools? 

 
Online ordering is a convenient way to place orders, 
providing a 24/7 payment and ordering system that 
can be accessed from home, work or a mobile device.  
 
Visit Flexischools  at www.flexischools.com.au  or 
phone 1300 361 769 for more information. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/
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ENROL NOW FOR 2015 PRESCHOOL EARLY 
CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION SERVICES 

FLYNN 

Looking for support for your 2 to 4 year old? 
We provide early childhood intervention 
services for babies, toddlers and children 
with a range of diagnoses including 
intellectual disability, developmental delay, 
cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, autism, 
brain and spinal injury and other physical 
disabilities. Our friendly and experienced 
staff will provide you with all the information 
you need to enrol your child with us.  We 
also offer free no obligation NDIS 
preparatory sessions to assist you with 
starting your NDIS journey. We are your 
local team, backed by the expertise and 
research of one of Australia’s most trusted 
disability organisations. Give us a call today 
on 6199 0600. Cerebral Palsy Alliance – 
supports and services for people with 
disability. 
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